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BOH talks roles, task force 


Health director will 
no longer attend 
selectboard meetings 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff writer 


BELCHERTOWN - Following 
criticism from the Belchertown 
Selectboard, the Board of Health 
discussed the COVID-19 Task 
Force, communication between 
elected officials and the board’s 
role. 

Quabbin Health Director Judy 
Metcalf began the discussion, 
telling the board she would no 
longer attend Selectboard meet- 
ings. 

“T can no longer lend my 
credence and my profession- 
al reputation by attending the 


Selectboard meetings in their 
current format,’ she said. “There 
is just too much misinformation 
being relayed in that setting. It’s 
been uncivilized. There has been 
a lot of projection, what-about- 
ism being perpetrated. The setup 
is not congruent to giving con- 
crete real information in real time 
to people.” 

She said difficulties include 
waiting in a que to speak and get- 
ting a microphone cut off as well. 

Metcalf explained there are 
other ways to communicate with 
members of the community. 

“My mission is to provide 
clear, concrete, scientific informa- 
tion to people,” Metcalf said. “I 
can do that here; I can do that in 
other formats.” 


See BOH, page 5 = 
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BELCHERTOWN 


BOS approved Lampson 
Brook Farm BOD 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff writer 


BELCHERTOWN — The 
Selectboard unanimously 
approved the appointment of 
three members to the Lampson 
Brook Farm Parcel Board of 
Directors on Monday evening, 
establishing the group to take 
on “an ambitious agenda,” 
said Selectboard Chair Gail 
Gramarossa. 

Earlier this month, an act pro- 
viding for the permanent pro- 
tection and stewardship of the 
historic Lampson Brook Farm, 
sponsored by Senator Eric P. 
Lesser was signed into law by 
Governor Charlie Baker. 


Representative Thomas M. 
Petrolati helped secure the pas- 
sage of this legislation in the 
House as one of his final acts 
before completing his term. This 
law allows for the permanent 
protection of the five separate 
parcels that make up the approx- 
imate 430-acre historic site 
known as the Lampson Brook 
Farm. 

Agricultural Commission 
member Tammy Ryan, 
Belchertown EDIC mem- 
ber Jonathan Spiegel and 
Conservation Commission 
David Haines were appointed 
to the Board of Directors. There 


See LAMPSON, page 12 





COVID-19 


Vaccinations 


available for 
75 and older 


Quabbin Health 
Director talks how 
to sign up 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff writer 


BELCHERTOWN -—- As 
COVID-19 vaccination phases 
continue, signing up to get a 
vaccination can be time consum- 
ing. However, Quabbin Health 
District Director Judy Metcalf is 
working to make the process eas- 
ier. 

As of Monday, Feb. 1, seniors 
75 and older became eligible to 
get vaccinated. Metcalf said staff 
built out the websites for both 
Ware and Belchertown to be able 
to give people information about 
the vaccine. 

“T also did an interview with 
Lew (Louraine) from BCTV,” 
Metcalf said, adding she did an 
interview with Ware Community 
Television as well. 

Metcalf said there are two 
regional vaccination centers, one 
at the UMass Campus Center in 
Amherst and the other at Amherst 
Regional High School through 


See VACCINATION, page 8 = 
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PHOTO BY MELINA BOURDEAU 


(From left to right) Torah DelPrete, 10, Ricky DelPrete, 6, Deshawn DelPrete, 7, and TJ Mann, 11, took to the ice near Cold 


Spring School to practice ice skating. 


Call Surner 
and ask for our 
PINK truck 


Surner Heating has partnered with the 
Susan G. Koman Foundation to support all 


those whom have been touched by 


to make your Breast Cancer. 


next delivery. 


HEATING CO., INC. 


GRANBY 


Judge denies 
request 

of Granby 
woman 


NORTHAMPTON - A judge 
has denied a request by Cara 
Rintala to be released from prison 
pending her appeal from a 2016 
conviction for first degree murder 
in the 2010 death of her wife. 

Rintala, 53, was found guilty 
by a Hampshire Superior Court 
jury on Oct. 7, 2016, for stran- 
gling Annamarie Rintala in the 
basement of their Granby home. 
It was the third time the case was 
tried, after two previous trials 
resulted in hung juries, accord- 
ing to a press release from the 
Northwest District Attorney’s 
Office. 

First Assistant District Attorney 
Steven Gagne and Deputy District 
Attorney Jennifer Suhl repre- 
sented the Commonwealth in the 
case. Defense attorneys David 
Hoose and Luke Ryan represent- 
ed Rintala. 

Rintala is appealing the 
verdict on the basis that the 
Commonwealth should not have 
been allowed to introduce expert 
testimony regarding ceiling paint 
that was poured at the crime 


See RINTALA, page 13 
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obituaries. 


One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 


The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$120, which allows 
families to publish 


Editor 
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sentinel@turley.com 


Subscriptions 
$31 per year pre-paid 
($36 out of state) 
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information of their 
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Death Notices & 
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funeral home to: 
obits @turley.com. 


Visit US at Exceptions will be made 
only when the family 
provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid. 


2021-Time to organize your closet! 


A custom closet system is the 
necessity that will also be a luxury. 
We work with you to design and 
build the perfect closet system to 
match your needs, style and home. 


KITCHEN 


encounters, inc. 


Custom built in Wilbraham. Come see our showroom. 
15 Railroad Avenue, Wilbraham ¢ 413-596-6535 
www.kitchen-encounters.com 


Meet our growing family of providers: 


Dr. Margaret Rounds Mary Mitchell, LICSW 


We have now have 15 board-certified pediatricians and nurse 
practitioners, as well as 3 behavioral health clinicians! 





— COMMUNITY 


Belchertown seeks cases drop, still in red 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff writer 


BELCHERTOWN - While the 
town’s COVID-19 cases have 
dropped, its designation continues to 
be in the red as of Tuesday, Feb. 2. 

There were 36 new cases of 
COVID-19 in the period from 
Sunday, Jan. 17 to Saturday, Jan. 
30 in Belchertown, according to the 
Quabbin Health District. The total 
cases are now 602. There was one 
new death from COVID-19, bringing 
the total to 18 residents who died due 
to the virus. 

During this weekly period there 
were 1,182 COVID-19 tests per- 
formed. There were a total of 22,813 
tests as of Jan. 27. 

State metrics from _ the 
Massachusetts Department of Public 
Health show Belchertown in the red, 
but rates were lower than the last two- 
week period. 

The current case positivity rate 
for the period of Jan. 10 to Jan. 23 
is 5.47%, last period was 5.75%. 
The rate per 100,000 is also lower. 
Currently, Belchertown has 45.8 cases 


Bel cherticem COD 19 Cone 


te Jeranery 30, 2021 


COURTESY GRAPHIC 


Belchertown has seen a drop in COVID-19 cases, but remain in the red designation. 


per 100,000, and last period they were 
46.23. 

Quabbin Health District Director 
Judy Metcalf explained there are con- 
cerns about mutations of the virus. 

“On everyone’s radar is the vari- 
ance of the virus, the mutation from 
the UK, one from South Africa and 


Brazil which has been found in two 
States,’ she said. “There are national 
public health experts I follow, and 
they are getting concerned about what 
is going to happen six to 12 weeks 
down the road.” 

She said the matter is on her radar. 





Oriole mascot merchandise sale 


BELCHERTOWN - The 
Belchertown High School class of 
2022 launch of their new, contact 
free, fundraiser on Feb. 1. In con- 
junction with the Belchertown local 
vendor, Soundscape Merchandise, 
the class is excited to offer the sale 
of a variety of custom designed 
Oriole mascot inspired apparel, from 
Feb. 1 to Feb. 15. 

Boris the Oriole is now branded 
as the mascot across all Belchertown 
Public Schools: Cold Spring, Swift 
River, Chestnut Hill, Jabish Brook 
and Belchertown High schools. 
Through this apparel sale, the class 
of 2022 offers Oriole themed mer- 
chandise to fit hatchling preschool- 
ers, fledgling students, seniors 
ready to fly the BHS nest, parents, 
grandparents, alumni and residents. 
Hoodies, t-shirts, leisure sleep pants, 
sweatpants and knitted pom-pom 
winter caps are available in youth 


and adult sizes. 

If you have a Belchertown Public 
School student, please consider 
updating the school mascot emblem 
attire by placing an order through the 
contact free website sponsored by 
Soundscape Merchandise at https:// 
belchertownoriolesgear.itemorder. 
com/sale. Soundscape Merchandise 
online ordering will also detail the 
contact free delivery option. Orders 
will be fulfilled and shipped on 
March 1; ordered items will not be 
in production until after the class of 
2022 online store closes on Feb. 15. 

This year, since the traditional 
fundraisers have not been possible, 
the class of 2022 hopes to supple- 
ment the class’ fundraising with this 
Oriole themed apparel sale. Proceeds 
will support future class of 2022 
activities. The class of 2022 is grate- 
ful for your participation. 


www.sentinel.turley.com 
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HOLYOKE PEDIATRICS 


150 Lower Westfield Rd, Holyoke & 84 Willimansett St, South Hadley 


ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS 


We are “HERE WHEN YOU NEED US” 


e Newborns to age 21 


e Pre-natal visits 

e Lactation Services 

e Behavioral Health Services 
e Routine well child visits 


ait 


Dr. Kristin Lynch Dr. Aimee Velasco 


e Sports physicals 


e Holyoke on-site Baystate 
Reference Lab 


e Most insurances accepted 


Dr. Erica Kates Jodi Ripka, CPNP-PC 


413-530-2393 


e South Hadley Hours: Mon-Fri 8:00a-5:00p 


e Nursing staff & an on-call physician available 
by phone to our patients 24 hours a day, 


365 days a year. 


e Holyoke Hours: Mon-Fri 7:30a-5:0op, 


Sat & Sun 8:00a-12:30p 


www.holyokepediatrics.com 








Knights to host 
curbside takeout 


BELCHERTOWN -—- The 
Belchertown Knights of Columbus 
Council 10698 is sponsoring its 
monthly curbside take-out dinner on 
Saturday Feb. 20 from 3 to 6 p.m. 
at the St. Francis of Assisi Social 
Center at 14 Park St., across from 
the Belchertown Common munici- 
pal parking lot. 

Where diners have enjoyed previ- 
ous dinners featuring the Knights’ 
famous Belchertown Fair Food 
Booth’s sausage grinders in past 
months, the group is giving them a 
winter warm up, serving this month 
a pasta with sausages dinner. 

The dinner also includes a roll 
and choice of drink of soda or bot- 
tled water for $10. 

Only 125 dinners will be pre- 
pared, so the Knights can make 
them fresh to order at the time you 
pull up. Once they’re gone, they’re 
gone! Due to the demand expected, 
come early to get your dinner. 

Don’t want to miss out? You 
can place an order in advance by 
checking out the Facebook 
event on the Council’s page 
at www.facebook.com/ 
belchertownkofc or their 
website page at https:// 
www.stfrancisbelchertown. 
com/knights-of-columbus. 
Payment is cash only at the 
time of pickup. 

Proceeds of the dinner 
goes towards the council 
and the charitable works 
your local Knights of 
Columbus performs in the 
community. 

So don’t delay and miss 
out. Order your dinner and 
help the Knights in serving 
their community. 


e Open 363 days a year for same day sick appointments, 
including evenings, weekends and holidays. 


Our advertisers 
make this 
publication 
possible. 


Let them know you 
saw their ad in the 


Belchertown 
Sentinel 
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Rail plan advocates planning next step in approval 


MICHAEL HARRISON 
mharrison@turely.com 


PALMER — Now that they’ve had a 
chance to digest MassDOT’s extensive fea- 
sibility study of a proposed passenger rail 
link connecting Pittsfield to Boston, includ- 
ing stops in Palmer and Springfield, the 
Rail Stop Steering Committee is planning 
its next course. 

The town-appointed committee met 
recently to discuss the study and set pri- 
orities, including how to prod state and 
federal officials not already on-board to 
start acting on the project. One major issue 
on which all those in the meeting seem to 
agree 1s the study vastly underestimates the 
number of riders it would attract — a critical 
component of the cost benefit analysis that 
determines if a project is eligible for feder- 
al funding. 

That’s a complaint committee members 
and others made after a draft study — the 
report’s predecessor — was released a few 
months prior. They made those feelings 
known and MassDOT appears to have 
acknowledged it in the final report, which 
concludes that further study is justified. 

Wary of the slow pace of government 
and a historic reluctance to invest in large 
scale infrastructure programs, committee 
members want to seize any momentum cre- 
ated by the MassDOT study. 

“We have to keep pushing it forward so 
it’s on their radar,’ committee Chair Ben 
Hood said. 

“Sometimes they have money and you 
have to ask for it. I always hoped they 
would want to invest in [transportation 
infrastructure ].” 

According to the report, “the study has 
entailed a comprehensive civic engagement 
process involving residents, the study’s 
Advisory Committee — a group comprised 
of individuals representing diverse perspec- 
tives from Pittsfield to Boston, and other 
stakeholders in a series of meetings and 
through online interaction. This included 
cooperative development of the following 
goals for the project: 


e Provide better transportation options to 
and from Western Massachusetts 

e Support economic development through- 
out the East — West rail corridor 

e Improve the attractiveness of Western 
Massachusetts as an affordable place to 
live 

¢ Reduce the number of automobile trips 
along the corridor 

e Reduce greenhouse gas emissions and air 
quality impacts from transportation 


It also shares many of the same conclu- 
sions as advocates of the plan, including 
members of the steering committee and 
Citizens for a Palmer Rail Stop. 

“MassDOT recognizes that a robust 
transportation system is essential to pro- 
viding residents, businesses, and visitors 
with mobility to satisfy their economic, 
personal, and recreational needs. Passenger 
rail transportation can be an important 
component of a multi-modal transportation 
system that increases travel options and 
reduces greenhouse gas emissions,” the 
report states. 

The report also says that “Fast and fre- 
quent passenger rail service in the East- 
West Rail Corridor could enhance mobility 
and connectivity for Corridor communities, 
provide residents and stakeholders with 


‘ 
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Little Friends 


Child Care Center 


58 Daniel Shays Hwy. (Rt. 202 No.) Belchertown 


Caring for Children 1 year up to 9 years 
Full day, before and after school programs 
and a morning preschool program offered 


4 1 3 oe 3 2 3 -244- 7 www. LittleFriends39.com 


additional travel options, and catalyze new 
economic opportunities, such as develop- 
ment around stations. Improved connec- 
tivity among job centers and better mobil- 
ity for potential workers could increase 
employment opportunities for workers and 
expand the talent pool available to employ- 
ers by better linking the western, central, 
and eastern regions of the Commonwealth 
with each other and with a broader travel 
market.” 

There are three final alternatives in the 
study, which carries the weight of a $1 mil- 
lion investment by the state and does back 
up at least some of the advocates’ claims of 
the benefits the rail line would provide. All 
of the alternatives include depots in Palmer 
and Springfield. 

Still, it did not offer the robust endorse- 
ment some hoped for. 

“It’s not what we wanted, but it didn’t 
close the door,’ Hood said. 

Now, he said, the committee needs to 
focus on “thinking about how this affects 
Palmer.” 

Committee member and Palmer Town 
Planner Linda Leduc isn’t completely satis- 
fied, but she took away some positives. 

“Tt’s an interesting study,” she said. 

“Tt was limited in scope [but] it needed 
to be done to gets us to the next phase of 
engineering and construction. MassDOT is 
trying to move us out of the planning stage. 
In Palmer, we did all the things we needed 
to do to get in all the alternatives, which is 
a great result.” 

Like others, Leduc contests the study’s 
estimate of ridership and said it’s criti- 
cal to present accurate numbers that will 
allow the project to become eligible for 
federal funding — a high bar. She remains 
convinced MassDOT does not project a 
realistic figure and that taking a second 
look — as MassDOT calls for in the study 
— will reveal a more favorable cost benefit 
assessment. 

“One thing I thought was interesting is 
this traditional assessment did not include 
an extensive look into cost benefit,’ Leduc 
said. 

“The position of the state to better itself 
with the federal calculation — which we fall 


very short | 
912.50 Beye) 


of getting 
Photos 
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 
Purchase a photo that 
recently ran in one of 
our publications. Go to 


newspapers.turley.com/ 
photo-request 


Nesco SacLes'- 


Your Safety is Our Top Priority 


e All vehicles are sanitized before 
and after repairs 


RS #1688 


e Pick-Up & Delivery Services Available 
¢ Collision Specialists 


(OF-1/ ULB row ANae-lale(ow-M ol c-X- i 111 it- 1 <-mce) (end lave mexerer i= | BJ -1F-lalediale MC LUI (ets) laters 
We Handle ALL Insurance Claims 


91 State St.,Bondsville, MA 983-6403 www.nescoautobody.co 


ey 
VISA 











COURTESY PHOTO 
Advocates of a passenger train line connecting Pittsfield to Boston with stops in Palmer and Springfield 
found some things they liked, and some things they didn’t, in MassDOT’s recently released study. 


any federal money — we need to raise that. 
We have a true benefit from the rail stop 
that can [improve] that calculation.” 

Costing upwards of $1 billion, the proj- 
ect is likely to face steep opposition by 
state and federal budget hawks, necessitat- 
ing the need, Leduc and other committee 
members said, to lobby lawmakers who 
have not already pledged their support. 
U.S. Rep. Richard Neal said he’s for cre- 
ating the passenger line. Leduc and Hood 
both noted that President Joe Biden could 
be a likely ally. 

Unlike assistance with road and air proj- 
ects, municipal rail construction is not typi- 
cally earmarked for federal funding, Leduc 
said. 

“Not a single state in the country gets 
federal assistance for a rail project,” she 
said. 

“The only way to get federal funding 
is to get an increase in our benefit cost 
and potentially get that federal calcula- 
tion viewed differently. Cost will be a big 
problem moving forward. We need to have 
conversations with our federal legislators. 
Joe Biden historically has been supportive 
of rail, so that’s all good.” 

Hood agreed. 

“T think our politicians will be important 
in this,” he said. 

So far, so good. 

“All of our representatives in the western 
part of the state and even further west, are 
hot on this issue,’ Leduc said. 

Both of them credited state Senators 
Eric Lesser and Anne Gobi and Mass. 
House Rep. Todd Smola for their support. 
Committee members agreed on the need to 
remain proactive. 

After the study was released earlier this 
month, Lesser issued a statement in which 
we called the report “an important step in 
moving this project from conception to 
reality” and, “I want to thank the countless 
advocates, community organizations, busi- 
ness organizations, elected officials, and 
everyday citizens from every corner of our 
Commonwealth who wouldn’t take no for 
an answer and demanded state-wide rail 


investment.” 

The senator’s remarks echoed some of 
those on the steering committee. 

“As MassDOT acknowledges, the study 
remains incomplete,’ Lesser said. 

“Most importantly, the ridership esti- 
mates are far too low and do not reflect 
comparable rail links around the country 
or the economic growth the rail line will 
spur. The study also does not take into 
account the significant environmental ben- 
efits from the reduction in greenhouse gas 
emissions as tens of thousands of cars are 
taken off the road. I look forward to work- 
ing with MassDOT, our state legislative 
delegation, as well as our federal partners 
such as House Ways and Means Chairman 
Richard Neal, House Rules Committee 
Chairman Jim McGovern, Senator Warren, 
and Senator Markey to make statewide pas- 
senger rail service a reality.” 


Looking Forward 


There could be more public money avail- 
able to help get the projecting moving for- 
ward. If Gov. Charlie Baker signs the leg- 
islature’s transportation bond bill into law, 
more money would become available to 
pay for construction planning. 

“Palmer has a place in there,’ Hood said. 

“If Gov. Baker signs it and that money 
becomes available, that would be a way of 
moving forward. Eventually, it could snow- 
ball into bigger things.” 

Committee member Sarah Szcebak 
asked during the Jan. 14 meeting if the 
town would be responsible for the cost of 
building a platform and others wondered 
who decides where the platform would be 
built, sparking a in-depth discussion. 

Scarlet Lamothe, manager of Steaming 
Tender, created inside the old Palmer rail 
depot building, signed into the Zoom meet- 
ing from inside the restaurant. The old sta- 
tion could be repurposed to create new one, 
she suggested. 

“The station that I’m in right now — is 
that something that can be discussed?” 
Lamothe asked, 

“We haven’t been able to get down to 
those nitty gritty details,’ Leduc said. 

“Ts it time? I think it could be. It might 
be time for the town to spend some money 
to [study and] narrow down the best loca- 
tion.” 

‘As far as location of the platform, that’s 
something the town and engineers have to 
figure out,” Anne Miller said. 

“Tt can go a lot of different ways. Palmer 
may not be in position to do that. I think 
working out the location is something we 
need to do in advance so the federal gov- 
ernment doesn’t come in and say ‘no, it 
should go here.’”’ 

Miller is amenable to the idea of creating 
a Palmer depot in or around the old one and 
she noted that Steaming Tender, opened 
by Lamothe’s parents, acquired property 
around the restaurant. 

“T think that should be part of the conver- 
sation,’ Miller said. 

“This is something I think we need to put 
together soon — ASAP,” Lamothe said. 

“We have to show MassDOT we’re ready 


See RAIL STUDY, page 11 = 


The Library Loft 


Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer 


We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 
Thanks to our wondertul “friends, volunteers and patrons. 
HOuRS: 


Mies, Vain = Gratin ° 


Wed. 10am - 4pm 


Wines, WOE = aya © a, WOR iaayara 
HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 


Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public 
Library or the Library Loft during open hours. 
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 
We accept books only in good, clean condition. 


For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100 
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THE BEST FRESH FOR 





aU 
Super Food For — 


The Big Game! : 
Party Wings & Boneless Wings — 


Barbecue, Teriyaki and Buffalo 
Chef Mike's Gumbo and Championship Chili 
Baby Back Ribs, BBQ Pulled Pork, 
Loaded Potato Skins, “Kandied” Kielbasa, 


Buffalo Chicken Dip & Randall's Meatballs 
Available Superbowl! Weekend February 6 & 7 


So Good Together 


Roses, Dinner 
Chocolates & Wine | 


LONG STEM ROSES © 


By the Dozen or Bythe Stem 
Specially Wrapped & Bowed 
with Baby's Breath and Greens 


Valentine Bouquets 
& Arrangements 


Fov All Your Sweethearts 


Deliver to Your Valentine's 
“Home Office” 
Floral Deliveries Call 413-589-7071 


Love At First Bite 
QOD 


Romantic Dinners to Take Out 
Ready to Heat & Serve 


Available Saturday & Sunday 
FEBRUARY 13 & 14 


Filet Mignon or 
Crab Stuffed Lobster Tail 


Complete with Choice of Appetizer & Dessert 
Dinners Include Roasted Potatoes & Baby Vegetables 
$35.00 Per Person 


Please Order Dinners 24 Hours In Advance 


Randall's Hand-Dipped Chocolate Covered 


Z, STRAWBERRIES 


Ava Marie Handmade (& 
VALENTINE CHOCOLATES 


Specials Februau, Sra- Ith 


Sweet Grape Tomatoes, pint size .....2 for $4.00 














Hass Avocados .................... 99¢ ., 
Limes & Lemons mixe Match........... 6 for $3.00 
Romaine Lettuce Hearts 3 pac .....2 for $5.00 
Fresh Broccoli Crowns.................. $1.49 


Snow White Cauliflower 1s. teas ..2 for $5.00 
Seedless Cucumbers ~ Hot House..2 for’3.00 


ALWAYS FRESH AT 


631 CENTER ST. Route 21 Mass Tpke Exit 7 
LUDLOW e 589-7071 © www.randallsfarm.net 
WINTER HOURS 
OPEN EVERY DAY 7AM - 7 PM 


Find us on and Youlf3) 




















Members i the Massachusetts Veterans of ein Wars Hoiiot Guard pose inser at Szot Park i in Chicopee. 


VFW Honor Guard welcomes new President 


DALTON ZBIERSKI 
Staff Writer 


WASHINGTON D.C. — Jan. 20 will 
forever be remembered by the mem- 
bers of the Massachusetts Veterans 
of Foreign Wars Honor Guard, which 
partook in the virtual “Parade Across 
America,’ celebrating President Joe 
Biden’s inauguration. 

A group of five veterans was cho- 
sen to represent Massachusetts on a 
national stage, as the country ushered 
in the Biden Administration. 

“This is the first time in the history 
of the inauguration parade that all 56 
States and territories were featured. 
We’ve done a number of high-pro- 
file parades in the past, but this is 
the highest honor that we’ve been 
involved in. We knew were up to the 
task and put as much energy into this 
as possible,’ said Commander of the 
Massachusetts Military Order of the 





Purple Heart, US Army veteran and 
South Hadley Brian Willette, who car- 
ried a rifle during the procession. 

Willette partook in the venture 
alongside his daughter Christine 
Lupacchino, a U.S. Air Force and 
Chicopee resident, who serves as 
Commander of the Honor Guard. 

Eric Segundo, a U.S. Army veter- 
an from Springfield, Rene Fuertes, a 
U.S. Navy veteran from Randolph and 
Keith Buckhout, a U.S. Marine and 
Air Force veteran from Easthampton 
rounded out the five-person unit. 

On Jan. 20, the Honor Guard paid 
tribute to the “Greatest Generation,” 
veterans who served in WWII, and 
the “Newest Greatest Generation,” 
members of today’s all-volunteer U.S. 
Armed Forces. 

During its presentation, members 
of the Honor Guard wore WWII 
Airborne uniforms, revealing the dis- 
tinctive shoulder insignia of the 82nd 


U.S. Army veteran Brian Willette of the MA VFW Foreign Wars Honor Guard partook in the 
virtual “Parade Across America” on Jan. 20 alongside his daughter, Honor Guard Com- 
mander Christine Lupacchino, a U.S. Air Force and Chicopee resident, Eric Segundo, a U.S. 
Army veteran from Springfield, Rene Fuertes, a U.S. Navy veteran from Randolph and Keith 
Buckhout, a U.S. Marine and Air Force veteran from Easthampton. 
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Airborne Division, the country’s first 
division compromised entirely of 
all-volunteer Paratroopers. 

While the Honor Guard filmed 
and submitted its routine more than a 
month ago, it did not receive word of 
its selection until two days prior to the 
inauguration. Fortunately, the group 
had prepared itself for the spotlight. 

The Honor Guard was featured 
on national television twice last 
Wednesday, once during the virtual 
parade and again in the evening on 
“Celebrating America,” a special inau- 
guration program hosted by actor Tom 
Hanks. 

“This event really encapsulated 
everything that we stand for,’ Willette 
said. 

The national stage was not too big 
for the five-person squad of combat 
veterans, who hone their skills at a 
wide range of events each year. 

“Whether it’s posting the colors 
at a little league championship game 
here in western Mass or at a Red 
Sox game, the same professionalism 
and dedication goes into each Honor 
Guard presentation,’ said Willette. 

Willette was especially proud of his 
daughter, Lupacchino, who offered a 
congratulatory message to President 
Biden. Participating in the Honor 
Guard is a family tradition that dates 
back many decades. 

“My dad, her grandfather, was 
a member of the old United States 
Honor Guard in Washington D.C. 
in the 1950s,” said Willette. “I often 
think it skipped me and went to her; 
the expertise. She really knows her 
stuff as our Commander. I couldn’t be 
prouder.” 

For Willette, the recent attack on 
the U.S. Capital brought added sig- 
nificance to an honor that he already 
considered to be special in its own 
right. He explained how the events 
that unfolded in Washington D.C. sev- 
eral weeks ago impacted his approach. 


See VFW, page 5 = 
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Library lunch 
hour for teens 


BELCHERTOWN — Do you like 
talking about books? Do you like giving 
and getting book recommendations? Are 
you a teen in grade 7 to 12? 

The Clapp Memorial Library will host 
a virtual Library Lunch Hour for teens 
on Thursday, Feb. 18, from 1 to 1:45 
p.m.. Bring your own lunch and join 
us to talk about books! Attendees will 
share what they are reading, their favor- 
ite book from last year, and what they’re 
excited to read next. To receive the event 
meeting link, teens must email clappli- 
brarytab @ gmail.com to register. 


VFW - from page 4 


“The events of Jan. 6 added special 
weight to this day. The attack on the 
Capital, I feel, was a direct attack on 
our Constitution,” said Willette. “It 
increased the magnitude and gave us 
that extra pride. Being all veterans, 
we've sworn to uphold the Constitution 
of the United States against all ene- 
mies foreign and domestic, and I feel 
that we played a role in upholding that 
Constitution on Jan. 20, participating in 
the inauguration.” 


QCC announces Fall 2020 Semester 
Dean and Merit Lists 

WORCESTER — Quinsigamond 
Community College has released its Fall 
2020 semester Dean and Merit Lists. A total 
of 577 students were named to the College’s 
Dean’s List and 953 students were named to 
the Merit List. 

Students named to the Dean’s List must 
have a Quality Point Average (QPA) of 3.5 
or higher and have earned 12 or more cred- 
its in a given semester. Students named to 
the Merit List must have a QPA of 3.5 or 
higher and have earned 6 or more credits in 
a given semester, but fewer than 12 credits. 

Taylor Catino and Angela Jachym of 
Granby. 


Joe Rees named a Presidential Scholar 

at Clarkson University 

POTSDAM, NY — Joe Carson Rees, of 
Amherst, a freshman majoring in aeronau- 
tical engineering, was named a Presidential 
Scholar for the fall 2020 semester at 
Clarkson University. 

Presidential Scholars must achieve a 
minimum 3.80 grade-point average and 
carry at least 14 credit hours. 

As a private, national research univer- 
sity, Clarkson is a leader in technologi- 
cal education and sustainable economic 
development through teaching, scholarship, 
research and innovation. 
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Kaitlyn Foley named to Goodwin 
University’s President’s List, 

EAST HARTFORD, CT — Kaitlyn Foley 
of Belchertown earned a place on Goodwin 
University’s President’s List for the 
Summer 2020 Session. The Summer 2020 
President’s List includes 375 students, all 
of whom scored a perfect 4.0 GPA. 

Goodwin University in East Hartford, 
Connecticut, is an innovative learning 
community that empowers hard-working 
students to become sought-after employ- 
ees. We tailor our programs to address the 
needs of employers, and we shape them to 
fit the lives of students. Classes are conve- 
niently offered year-round - days, evenings, 
weekends, and online. 


Matteo Picardi of Belchertown, named 

to Springfield College Dean’s List 

SPINGFIELD — Springfield College has 
named Matteo Picardi from Belchertown, 
MA to the dean’s list for academic excel- 
lence for the 2020 fall semester. 

Picardi has a primary major of Criminal 
Justice. 

The criteria for selection to the Dean’s 
List are as follows: The student must have 
completed a minimum of 12 credit hours of 
graded coursework for the term, exclusive 
of “P” grades. The student must not have 
any incompletes or missing grades in the 
designated term. The student must have a 


minimum semester grade average of 3.500 
for the term. 


Evan Rutherford of Amherst Named 
to McDaniel College Dean’s List 

WESTMINSTER, MD —- Evan 
Rutherford of Amherst has been recognized 
for outstanding academic achievement by 
being named to the McDaniel College Fall 
2020 Dean’s List with Honors. 

Highest honors are earned for a semester 
grade point average of 3.90 or higher, high 
honors for a grade point average of 3.70- 
3.89, and honors for a 3.50-3.69 grade point 
average. 

For more information about McDaniel 
College, visit www.mcdaniel.edu. 


Althea Saklad named to the Curry 
College Fall 2020 Dean’s List 

MILTON—Curry College is proud 
to announce that Althea Saklad of 
Belchertown has been named to 
the Dean’s List for the Fall 2020 semes- 
ter. Saklad majoring in Business 
Administration, is among the roughly 1,000 
students that have received the distinction, 
a marker of academic excellence and high 
achievement. 

To earn a place on the list, full-time 
undergraduate students - those who carry 12 
or more graded credits per semester - must 
earn a 3.3 grade-point-average (GPA) or 
higher. 
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Metcalf described the last two 
Selectboard meetings as “hostile 
and unhelpful,” with “lots of throw- 
ing everyone under the bus because 
no one wants to make a hard deci- 
sion.” 

On Monday, Jan. 26, Selectboard 
member Nick O’Connor said he 
believed there was an issue with 
consistency because the Selectboard 
and School Committee made deci- 
sions that didn’t align with one 
another, causing confusion. 

“We are two fractured groups try- 
ing to be consistent; neither have 
the power they need to enact consis- 
tent responses in the community,” 
O’ Connor said. 

He said he took issue with “com- 
munication and policy at the elected 
official level.” 

“The Board of Health should be 
taking information around metrics 
and making decisions based on that, 
and those should get communicated 


out,” he said. 

He also expressed concerns 
about the frequency of the Board of 
Health meetings, which occur once 
a month, typically on a Monday 
evening at the same time as the 
Selectboard meets. 

Board of Health member 
Ken Elstein and Chair LeeAnne 
Connolly said the boards need to 
be able to cooperate during such 
unprecedented times. 

“T think some of the criticisms 
might be valid,” Elstein said. “But 
they should not be personal. I will 
say I was amused when I thought 
about that the five members of 
this board are not experts on pub- 
lic health issues, coming from the 
Selectboard who are not all experts 
on police, EMT, senior, library 
issues...yet those are departments 
for which they have responsibility.” 

Connolly added that the group 
must act accordingly during such 
unprecedented circumstances, 
which she hopes will never happen 
again in their lifetimes. 


Realty 
Professionals 


“We have to work together. We 
can’t have in-house fighting, not 
with us, but with other committees,” 
she said. “It has to stop. I don’t 
know how it would happen, but I 
wish it would stop.” 

Board of Health members also 
stated they were not public health 
experts. 

Member Hope Guardenier said 
the members of the board are deep- 
ly concerned about the well-being 
and the health of the town, but are 
advisors and participants — not 
experts. 

“When I ran for the Board of 
Health, I didn’t run because I am a 
public health expert. We have pub- 
lic health experts, they are the staff 
of the Quabbin Health District,” 
she said. “We are grateful to have 
these public health experts who can 
advise of what the current state of 
the science is during this unprec- 
edented pandemic...I think it is 
unfortunate that there is an expec- 
tation that if you’re on the Board 
of Health, you’re a public health 


expert.” 

Referencing frustration expressed 
by members of the Selectboard that 
the decision to shut down town pro- 
gramming was not being made the 
Board of Health during a special 
Selectboard meeting two weeks 
ago, Elstein emphasized the impor- 
tance of the COVID-19 Task Force. 

“This is why it’s so important 
that the task force meet and coor- 
dinate, but it’s not going to happen 
if each of these boards go off by 
themselves,” he said. 

Guardenier said the point of the 
task force was to create consistency. 

“The task force does serve a pur- 
pose in terms of a place for us to 
take action — create a hotline, mes- 
Ssaging, signs,” she said. “There’s 
also making sure we’re all on the 
same page...I think it’s more of the 
boards getting together and talking 
about what they’re doing, not hav- 
ing Judy reiterate what she was say- 
ing here on Thursday.” 
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— OPINION 


EDITORIAL 


Western Mass. 
needs more COVID 
vaccine sites 


hase II of the Massachusetts COVIID-19 vaccina- 
Pi« program rolled out Monday. The bleak weather 

that ushered in the new week turned out to be an 
apt metaphor for the plan so far, especially if you reside 
in Western Mass. 

Due to a lack of supply of the vaccine and high 
demand by residents waiting to be inoculated, prior- 
itizing which residents are first in line makes sense. 
Healthcare workers, first-responders, and other categories 
of people facing the highest risk were designated for the 
first phase. The second phase prioritizes those age 75 and 
older, followed by seniors age 65 and up, people with 
certain underlying conditions, then other front-line work- 
ers, such as grocery store staff and teachers. Everyone 
else is expected to become eligible in April, assuming 
enough vaccine doses are available. 

That part of the plan is sound. We’ll even say it’s fair 
because the most vulnerable among us and those doing 
essential work who can’t do their jobs while quarantining 
should be protected first while waiting for vaccine pro- 
duction to catch up with demand. 

What’s lacking is a plan for mass inoculation sites 
in Western Mass. If you take a look at the distribution 
site map on mass.gov, you’ll see a lone red star, which 
represents a mass site, in our entire region. Most of what 
you ll see are green stars signifying local health care pro- 
viders and blue stars that are effectively wishful thinking 
because those are for pharmacies and right now, none of 
our local chains are offering shots. 

Hampden County alone has over 466,000 residents, 
yet Eastfield Mall in Springfield is the one mass vaccina- 
tion site. Glance over toward Boston on the distribution 
map and there’s a solid wall of red stars, most notably 
Fenway Park and Gillette Stadium. 

How ironic that the part of the Commonwealth with 
the most open space hasn’t been leveraged to create pop- 
up vaccination clinics. Yes, you could practically fit all 
of Chicopee into Fenway while filling Gillette with the 
combined populations of Pittsfield and Ludlow, but what 
we lack in sheer numbers we make up for with resources. 

Fred Ferguson, owner of Palmer Motorsports Park, 
said he’d gladly open his facility for use as an inocu- 
lation site if asked. Brimfield has acres of fields where 
flea markets are held in-season that could be temporarily 
repurposed. Not to mention farms just about everywhere 
that could be suitable. 

There’s a long list of possibilities if the COVID-19 
Task Force would only consider expanding access in our 
region. And it should. 

Another improvement we’d like to see is the sign-up 
process. The online portal set up to request a shot opened 
to poor reviews, especially from the senior citizen seg- 
ment, who found it less than user-friendly. Despite Gov. 
Charlie Baker’s exasperated retort that it couldn’t possi- 
bly be any easier, the fact is too many seniors couldn’t 
navigate it. 

In response, state senators Eric Lesser and Anne Gobi 
led a bipartisan effort to prod the Taskforce into setting 
up a special 1-800 call center to book appointments. 
Baker seemed agreeable and hopefully by next week 
if not sooner, that centralized system will be up and 
running. Time is of the essence when working to end a 
pandemic and the more those eligible in this phase are 
encouraged to sign up for the vaccine, the better off we’ ll 
all be. 

Primarily though, the task force needs a plan to cre- 
ate more mass sites in our region. Those eligible now 
deserve more options for getting their initial shot and 
eventual booster. And hopefully, by phase III, everyone 
still waiting to be inoculated can do that quickly and 
without having too travel far. 

Just because we’re rural, doesn’t mean we want to be 
more vulnerable to COVID-19 than our fellow citizens 
to the east. 








LETTERS 


Is there a doctor in the house? 


Letter to the editor 


Politics is not for the weak of heart! I 
was disparaged, very publicly, by a mem- 
ber of the Selectboard when my words 
were taken out of context of the larg- 
er discussion. I want the residents of 
Belchertown to know that I take my posi- 
tion as the Board of Health Chair very 
seriously and thank you for electing me 
to the Board of Health. My qualifications 
to serve on the Board are numerous: hold- 
ing a Master of Science Degree, coupled 
with my 20 plus years as the Conservation 
Administrator for Belchertown and numer- 
ous education seminars, certifications, 
awards and membership in many organi- 
zations. Be that as it may, I am not try- 
ing to discourage others from getting on 
boards and committees within the town. 
We need dedicated and respected members 
of the community to get involved and work 


Grateful for quick response 
Letter to editor 


Last month a medical emergency 
prompted us to call 911. The Belchertown 
EMT and police response was within min- 
utes. Thank you Officer Krol and Officer 
Roney and the EMT responders, whose 


together on town and community problems. 
Right now, COVID-19 must be our main 
priority. The virus is running rapid through 
our community. My comments were taken 
out of context at a Selectboard’s special 
meeting on Jan. 19, 2021. This meeting 
was about the spread of COVID-19 within 
our town. I stated that “I was not a health 
expert.” I was referring to the ongoing dis- 
cussion over the COVID-19 spread. I stat- 
ed that I was not a medical expert. I am 
not an epidemiologist, not an infectious 
disease doctor. I incorporate the public 
health advice and recommendations from 
the Board of Health Director and staff. Let 
us stop all this pettiness and start working 
together to fight this pandemic. 

Belchertown deserves more from its 
elected officials. 


LeeAnne Connolly, 
Board of Health Chair 


professionalism and expertise managed the 
situation thus avoiding a tragedy. We are so 
thankful to have such dedicated and knowl- 
edgeable services in our town. 


Carol and Edward Mierzewski 





How to grow nutritious sweet potatoes 


he sweet potato is a 
© [insti powerhouse. 

According to www.nutri- 
tiondata.com, it is “low in sodi- 
um, and very low in saturated 
fat and cholesterol. It is also a 
good source of dietary fiber, 
vitamin B6 and potassium, and a 
very good source of vitamin A, 
vitamin C and manganese.” If 
these facts aren’t reason enough 
to try adding this veggie to our 
garden this growing season, 


delight in the fact that it is also a 
very pretty vine. 

If my memory is correct, my 
Mom attempted to grow sweet 
potatoes one summer when 
I was child. It wasn’t all that 
impressive as I recall, at least 
not as impressive as her peanut 
growing experiment! Anyhow, 
the one thing we have against 


N THE 


GARDEN 








Roberta McQuaid 


See GARDEN, page 7 = 





SOCIAL SECURITY MATTERS 


Questions benefit amount after claim delayed 


RUSSELL GLOOR 


Guest columnist 


January of 2021. Until then, I would receive 
the 69 years and 0 months payment, which I 


Signed: Confused 
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5 p.m. 


every Thursday by Turley 
Publications, Inc., 24 Water 
St., Palmer, Mass. 01069. 
Telephone (413) 283-8393, Fax 
(413) 289-1977. 


PATRICK H. TURLEY 
CEO 


KEITH TURLEY 
President 


EDITOR 
Melina Bourdeau 
sentine!@turley.com 


ADVERTISING SALES 
Maureen McGarrett Hall 
mmcegarrett@turley.com 


SPORTS EDITOR 
Greg Scibelli 
sports@turley.com 


SOCIAL MEDIA 


@ The Sentinel 


WEB 
www.sentinel.turley.com 





Turley 


Publications, Inc. 
www.turley.com 


Dear Confused: I'll try to clear this up for 
you. Delayed Retirement Credits (DRCs) of 
0.667% are earned monthly for each full month 
you delay claiming after your full retirement 
age (which for you is 66). But although you 
earn delayed retirement credits monthly, Social 
Security only applies them in January of each 
year. You don’t lose them; they just don’t do the 


received in November and December of 2020. 
In January 2021 however, I received the same 
2020 payment plus the COLA increase. I’ve 
asked what’s up at the local office and have 
been waiting for a return phone call. My first 
question: is the amount I received in November 
and December last year correct: it is only the age 
69 amount, not the 69 and 9 months benefit for 
the age I was at the time? And second, if that’s 
true, when in 2021 should I get my full amount? 


Dear Rusty: I am having problems getting 
answers from the national Social Security office 
or the local agent who I first spoke with to apply 
for my benefits. I am 70 in January 2021, and 
applied for benefits at the end of August 2020. 
I asked to have benefits start in October 2020, 
with my first payment received in November. I 
was told that the benefit for applying at age 69 
and nine months would not be received until 


Turley Publications, Inc. cannot 
assume liability for the loss of 
photographs or other materials 
submitted for publication. 
Materials will not be returned 
except upon specific request 
when submitted. 





See SSI, page 13 
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GARDEN : from page 6 


us is that sweet potatoes require a long growing season, 
somewhere between 90-150 days. The tender shoots are 
cold sensitive, and must be planted into the ground after 
all danger of frost has passed. In our area we use Memorial 
Day as our “frost-free date.” Then, the edible root, aka the 
sweet potato, must be harvested before the first frost of 
fall. By my records, the first frost usually occurs in early 
October. This equates to 100 days bare minimum of grow- 
ing time. Still interested, read on. 

You can purchase plants through the mail or try sprout- 
ing your own from sweet potatoes purchased from the 
grocery store. Dick Raymond, author of my favorite gar- 
dening book of all time, “Garden Way’s Joy of Gardening” 
(Storey Publishing $24.95), has some great tips for doing 
this: Seven or eight weeks prior to Memorial Day, simply 
cut the spuds in half length-wise and lay them down in 
moist peat moss in a shallow tray. Cover with plastic wrap 
and place in a sunny window until sprouting occurs. Slips 
should be separated and planted about six inches deep, 12 
to 15 inches apart from one another. He advises to water 
well for the first two weeks; after that sweet potato plants 
are reportedly somewhat drought tolerant. When fertiliz- 
ing, choose a formulation that is a bit lower in nitrogen, 
otherwise you will have lots of vines at the expense of 
sweet potatoes. 

Dig up your bounty on a dry day, being extra careful not 
to damage the skin. Don’t leave them exposed to the sun 
for more than an hour and don’t wash them either. Picky, 
aren’t they? Fresh sweet potatoes aren’t all that sweet, a 
curing period of two weeks in the dark at 70 to 80 degrees 
and at high humidity will bring out the great flavor we are 
accustomed to. Long-term storage should be at tempera- 
tures around 60 degrees. 

To make sweet potato fries simply cut the root into thick 
wedges, then toss them with seasoned olive oil (or a favor- 
ite salad dressing). Bake on a cookie sheet at 350 degrees 
for one hour, flipping occasionally. Some ketchup as a dip 
may help reluctant kids to give the “funny orange French 
fries” a try. 

It’s my hope that you all enjoy growing sweet potatoes 
from “scratch,” so to speak! 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the University of Massachusetts. 
For the last 28 years, she has held the position of staff hor- 
ticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. She enjoys growing 
food as well as flowers. Have a question for her? Email it 
to ekennedy@turley.com with “Gardening Question” in 
the subject line. 
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Belchertown COA February update 


STAFF REPORT 


BELCHERTOWN - The follow- 
ing are updates from Belchertown 
Council on Aging. 


Regarding COVID-19 
vaccinations 

Information is changing as quickly 
as it is received, so please be patient 
while the Senior Center works com- 
municate the most current and accu- 
rate information. 

At present, it is known that reg- 
istration for vaccines is only avail- 
able for those ages 75 or older. As 
of Feb. 1, the mass.gov/vaccine web- 
site has changed, making it even eas- 
ier to locate vaccination sites. Go 
to mass.gov/vaccine, then click on 
the button that asks if you are age 
75. Remember, those under 75 are 
not yet eligible. Then click the link 
that says Find a location and book 
your appointment. This allows you 
to search for location by zip code 
and has links to each individual site’s 
registration. Vaccine supply is very 
limited, so appointments may be dif- 
ficult to get right away. Additional 
sites will continue to open as more 
vaccines become available, and each 
site has their own registration pro- 
cess. If you are able to be patient, 
within the next few weeks there 
should be locations as close as with- 
in Belchertown. Please be aware 
that the regional site in Palmer does 
not service Belchertown, however 
the regional site in Amherst at the 
Amherst Regional High School will. 
Feel free to call Katy 323-0420 x 
501 if you’d like more detailed infor- 
mation or call Jessica at extension 
503 for assistance signing up if you 
don’t have a way to do so yourself. 

Masks are mandatory 

Please remember, when visit- 
ing the Belchertown Senior Center, 
masks must be worn at all times. 

Whether visiting to drop off bor- 
rowed medical equipment or request- 
ed paperwork, picking up puzzles or 
items from the community food pan- 
try, kindly remember to wear your 
mask. Even when outside, regardless 
if anyone else is currently in the area. 

AARP Tax Preparation Service 


AARP will not be offering 
their tax preparation program in 
Belchertown this year. 

As of the printing of this news- 
letter, it is BCOA’s understanding 
that AARP is working with Hadley, 
Ludlow, Chicopee and Holyoke 
Senior Centers in hopes of offer- 
ing this program, although there are 
still no firm plans. Please call those 
Centers directly for more informa- 
tion. 

Do you have skills to share? 

The Social Services Dept. is seek- 
ing skilled workers to assist older 
adults in Belchertown. The BCOA 
keeps, and is updating a private pay 
list of skilled workers to share with 
individuals inquiring with specific 
needs. 

Those with skills they would 
like to share within the community 
are encouraged to apply. The Senior 
Center does not employ the worker, 
simply offers the contact informa- 
tion as a courtesy to those inquir- 
ing. Work is performed for individ- 
uals on an as needed-basis and the 
fee charged is agreed upon between 
worker and Belchertown resident. 

Services currently sought and/or 
contacts being added to: 

¢ Homemaking 

e Personal Care 

e Transportation to Appts 

e Running Errands 

¢ Grocery Shopping 

e Hairstylists / Barbers 

e Seamstress 

¢ Dog Grooming 

e Carpentry 

¢ Electrical 

e Plumbing 

e Painting 

¢ Yardwork 

¢ Shoveling/Plowing 

If you have any of the above skills 
or other expertise and would like 
to be a part of the private pay list, 
please contact Laurene Kendall at 
323-0420, ext. 505 for an application. 
A CORI check and phone interview 
is required as part of the application 
process. 

iSee You is here! 

Although the wait was longer 
than we had anticipated, the iPads 
have arrived for the iPad loan pro- 
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gram. The BCOA have been busy 
programming them and creating user 
friendly instructions to accompany 
them on their journey to your home! 
Staff will be in touch with those who 
have expressed interest and if you 
would like to borrow an iPad please 
call Jessica or Katy. 

Belchertown Age and Dementia 
Friendly Community Designation: 
input needed 

Please help by attending either 
or both virtual community forums 
held on Feb. 24 and March 10.The 
purpose of the forums is to gather 
input from residents on the oppor- 
tunities and challenges facing older 
adults and people with dementia in 
Belchertown. The forums are part 
of a Community Assessment pro- 
cess that the Belchertown Age and 
Dementia Friendly Working Group is 
developing with assistance from the 
Pioneer Valley Planning Commission. 

The Age and Dementia Friendly 
Belchertown project is part of a 
larger Pioneer Valley initiative with 
funding from the Tufts Health Plan 
Foundation. PVPC is providing 
technical assistance to communi- 
ties in the Hampden and Hampshire 
Counties to help them receive the 
designation of an Age and Dementia 
Friendly Community. 

The results of these forums and 
the Livable Community Survey will 
be used to develop a Community 
Assessment and Action Plan for mak- 
ing Belchertown a more livable com- 
munity for people of all ages and 
abilities. Your valuable response to 
the survey is requested. It can be 
accessed directly at https://tinyurl. 
com/AFBelchertown and is also post- 
ed on the Council on Aging web- 
site at https://www.belchertown.org/ 
council_on_aging_senior_center/ 
index. Request a hard copy form 
by contacting BCOA Executive 
Director, Jessica Langlois at 413- 
323-0420, ext 503. All respondents 
may enter a drawing to receive a 
Stop and Shop gift card. For Age 
Friendly Community effort info con- 
tact Becky Basch at bbasch@pvpc. 
org. 


See SENIORS, page 8 = 
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Zonta club hosts conversatio to bridge the racism gap 


REGION — The Zonta Club of Quaboag 
Valley invites the public to join in a com- 
munity conversation to bridge the gaps that 
seem to be increasing in the USA’s dia- 
logue around racism. 

On Feb. 8, Andrea Bordenca will be 
facilitating a conversation around the 
role implicit bias plays when it comes to 
belonging, inclusivity and race. 

The event will be on Feb. 8 from 6 to 7 
p.m. on Zoom. The event is free to the pub- 
lic but registration is required. 

Contact info@zontaqv.org to receive an 
invitation and pose a question you would 
like addressed. 

Bordenca is an American-born white 


woman who does not claim to be an expert 
on racism but does claim to be an expert 
in bringing missing conversations to light. 
This is what we will be agreeing to engage 
in this February. 

If you’re curious to learn common indi- 
vidual and cultural blind spots, our time 
together will help bring illumination 
and allow new possibilities for action to 
emerge. 

One way you can prepare for our time 
together is to bring attention to your uncon- 
scious biases. Think about someone in your 
life that you don’t often see eye to eye 
with. What are the opinions you have about 
that person? The next time you engage in a 


The History of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
in Holyoke: A Live, Virtual Program 


HOLYOKE — On Thursday, Feb. 4 at 
6:30 p.m., Wistariahurst will host The 
History of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade in 
Holyoke, a live virtual program presented 
by Abigail Scanlon. This program is free 
and open to all. Advance registration is 
required. Spaces are limited. 

Ireland Parish, as Holyoke was once 
known beginning as early as the 1700s, 
has grown and changed significantly with 
each generation. But over the last 68 
years one thing has remained the same, 
the celebration of St. Patrick’s Day every 
March. From humble beginnings in 1952 
the Parade has grown in size, celebration, 
and reputation even as the Irish no longer 
remained the dominant immigrant pop- 
ulation in the city. Bringing together the 
diverse city, St. Patrick’s Day in Holyoke 
is a celebration of family, community, and 
heritage. 

This program is open to all members of 
the public, but has been specially designed 
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CLUES ACROSS 


39. 60-minute periods 
(abbr.) 

42. Congressman 

44 Plant of the heath 
family 

46. Subdivision of an 
army 

47. Having many 
different forms 

49. Shellfish 

50. Latin for hail 

51. Between sixth and 
seventh 

56. Maori war dance 

57. Precious or 
semiprecious stone 

58. Teeter totter 

59. Deity 

60. A major division of 
geological time 


1. Nuclear near reach 
weapon 

5. Of she 

8. Hyperbolic function 

12. Rice dish 

14. A team’s best 
pitcher 

15. Strong and healthy 

16. Induces 

18. Popular manga 
series 

19. From a distance 

20. Split 

21. Consumed 

22. Cushions 

23. All over 

26. One who provides 
food 

30. St. __ Girl, brand 
of beer 61. Fishing net 

31. Walking slowly 62. Small Caribbean 

32. Wood bird 

33. Semitic gods 63. Field force unit 

34, Bugle 64. Japanese beverage 


to address the needs of area seniors, many 
of whom continue to be socially isolat- 
ed as a result of the COVID-19 pandem- 
ic. The program is supported through a 
Community Development Block Grant - 
COVID-19 Grant to address, prevent, and 
respond to the COVID-19 pandemic that is 
administered through the Holyoke Office 
of Community Development and has been 
planned in consultation with the Holyoke 
Council on Aging. Additional support has 
been provided through NEH CARES Act 
funding granted by Mass Humanities. 

To register for The History of the 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade in Holyoke or 
any future programs, please visit www. 
Wistariahurst.org or contact Eileen 
Maginnis at the Holyoke Council on 
Aging at maginnise@holyoke.org. If you 
have an idea for a topic you’d like to be 
considered for a future Wistariahurst ses- 
sion, please contact info @wistariahurst. 
org. 
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29. Former measure of 
length 

35. Popular CBS series 

36. Skin condition 

37. Christian creator and 
ruler of the universe 

38. They __ 

40. Caused severe 
damage 

41. Work done under 
harsh conditions for 
no pay 

42. One point east of due 
south 

43. Sea eagles 

44 Drenched 

45. State capital 

47. Italian city 

48, Sweetheart (archaic) 

49. Brief talk 

92. Popular disco group: 
Bee 


CLUES DOWN 

1. Prevents oil spills 

2. Monetary unit 

3. The color of the sky 

4. Dough used to make 
tortillas 

5. Popular comic strip 
character 

6. Distinct form of a 
plant 

7. Replenishment 

8. Has its own altar 

9. Expedition to see 
animals 

10. Group of related 
organisms 

11. His and __ 

13. Frenetically 

17. Small integer 

24, Unit of energy 

25. Studies of culture 

26. Taxi 

2/. Doctors’ group 53. First Chinese dynasty 

28. Don't know when 54. Military vehicle 
yet 55. Chinese Moslem 








conversation, notice the automatic thoughts 
and judgments that show up. What happens 
when you notice those and bring your- 
self fully present to listening and being 
open to what’s said. A practice to disrupt 
the thoughts that may drive reaction is to 
“speak back” what you’re hearing. 

Human tendencies and how unconscious 
habits form to bring intentional awareness 
will be explored and practice to future con- 
versations. 


Andrea Bordenca will be facilitating a converso- 
tion around the role implicit bias plays when it 
comes to belonging, inclusivity and race on Feb. 8. 


SENIORS - from page 7 


Feb. 24 from 6 to 7 p.m. 

Focus: The eight domains of livabili- 
ty that go into making a community age 
friendly. 

Feedback from forum participants on the 
challenges and opportunities experienced 
in Belchertown by older adults and care- 
givers. 

Register for this forum by using this link: 

https://tinyurl.com/AFB Forum 1 

March 10 from 6 to 7 p.m. 

Focus: people living with Dementia and 
as a Dementia Friendly Community, how 
to raise awareness, recognize, work with 
and support people with dementia, and the 
caregivers who look after them. 

Meghan Lemay of the 
Alzheimer’s Association will speak about 
the 10 early warning signs of dementia and 
available services. 

Register for the March forum by using 
this link: https://tinyurl.com/AFBForum2 

Both forums hosted on Zoom and 
broadcast live on BCTV with a call-in 





number to gather community comments. 


Nominations for grocery delivery 
fees now being accepted 

Thank you kindly to all of those who 
have donated to the Random Acts of 
Kindness program for the benefit of those 
who require grocery or prescription med- 
icine delivery and cannot afford the corre- 
sponding fees. 

If you or someone you know has been 
advised to take every precaution due to 
COVID-19 and not shop in stores due to 
health conditions including but not limited 
to auto immune deficiency, please nomi- 
nate him or her for this gift. As funds are 
limited, the length of time fees are pre- 
paid will vary dependent on the number 
of requests received. Those nominat- 
ed must already have an online shopping 
account established and/or be willing and 
able to set one up, as well as access and 
utilize online shopping applications. 

If you’re interested in donating or nom- 
inating someone, contact Kathy at the 
senior center. 





VACCINATION : from page 1 


the Amherst Board of Health. 

Amherst released vaccine appointments 
for clinics to serve people 75 or older for 
people in Belchertown, Granby, Hadley, 
Hatfield, Pelham, South Hadley and Ware, 
according to the town of Amherst. 

There is also a vaccination clinic at the 
Eastfield Mall in Springfield. 

“T am working with the eastern region of 
Baystate Health Care systems to see if we 
can’t get a clinic to vaccinate patients 75 
or older directly, and hopefully open even 
more especially for people with two or 
more comorbidities,’ Metcalf said. 

To aid with the process, state Sen. 
Eric P. Lesser, D-Longmeadow, filed An 
Act streamlining COVID-19 vaccina- 
tion sign-up in Massachusetts (SD.300), 
with lead co-sponsors state Sen. Anne M. 
Gobi, D-Spencer, and state Sen. Cindy F. 
Friedman, D-Arlington. 

Metcalf said the state hotline should be 
running by the end of the week. 

This emergency legislation directs the 
Department of Public Health to immediate- 
ly stand-up a one-stop digital portal, a 24/7 
phone hotline in multiple languages, and 
statewide text alerts. 

Online portal provisions: 

Directs the Department of Public Health 
to immediately establish a centralized, one- 
stop portal on the mass.gov website to be 
used to determine eligibility and allow one- 
stop online sign-up for COVID-19 vacci- 
nations; 

Requires the portal to be made avail- 
able to all residents of Massachusetts and 
must be accessible via internet and mobile 
device; and 

Requires the portal to be translated and 
accessible in multiple languages. 

Phone hotline provisions: 

Directs the Department of Public 
Health to also immediately establish a 
centralized phone number for residents of 
Massachusetts to determine vaccine eligi- 


bility and sign-up for COVID-19 vaccina- 
tions via said phone number; 

Requires vaccine eligibility determina- 
tion to be accessible in multiple languages; 
and 

Requires the phone number to be staffed 
24-hours a day, seven days per week, and 
must include sufficient staffing to prevent 
significant wait times for callers. 

Public awareness provision: 

Directs the Department of Public Health 
to share information about the portal 
and phone number with the general pub- 
lic, including, but not limited to, via the 
“AlertsMA” text-based notification system. 

Metcalf received guidance in 
Belchertown about a potential COVID-19 
vaccine clinic from the Board of Health on 
Monday, Feb. 1. 

Metcalf is going to prioritize connecting 
with the Belchertown Senior Center and 
to local pharmacy programs to see what 
potential clinics could occur. 

While the board expressed interest in a 
potential clinic for residents, Metcalf said 
there were several obstacles from doing 
so. She said technology would be need- 
ed, police details and assistance from the 
Belchertown Fire Dept. as well. 

Members proposed focusing on seniors 
and the school district for potential vacci- 
nation clinics and Metcalf said she would 
begin working on the senior populations 
first. 

“No one is going to like to hear this, but 
it will be well into next month, maybe the 
end of March before there is a sufficient 
supply (of vaccine) to essential workers 
and schoolteachers,’ Metcalf said. “(For) 
those 65 and older can get vaccinated, that 
isn’t open yet. Depending on how much 
we get in from the federal government that 
may open sooner. Realistically, there may 
be opportunity to start talking to pharma- 
cies to receive vaccine.” 

Go to https://www.mass.gov/covid-19- 
vaccine to find information and interactive 
map with vaccination sites. 
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South Hadley hockey reinstated 


Will take in 
winter season 


GREGORY A. SCIBELLI 
gscibelli@turley.com 


SOUTH HADLEY - The 
South Hadley School Committee 
has changed course, voting 
Monday to allow ice hockey to be 
played. 

The committee had initially 
denied the proposal for hockey 
brought forward at a previous 
meeting, but outcry from the 
hockey players and their fami- 
lies brought the subject forward 
again at Monday’s four-hour long 
meeting. 

The issue was brought up 
immediately, and then the deci- 
sion was reversed by a 3-1 vote of 
the committee with one member 
absent from the meeting. 

School committee member 
Allison Schlachter brought the 
conversation back forward. 

“The decision just was not sit- 
ting well with me,” she said. 

She reached out to the South 
Hadley athletic department. She 


See HOCKEY, page 10 = 


ee th Hodkey | & 
. ake i = 


SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS 


= i 
a ? 


® i? | 
che a 


re 
= BB acca 
ee | 


. i lam TES 
Where wy: 
gE == = % mi t 
i 


r 


__ J ee 


és ” 


Let our 
boys play 






Pe ou a = 
- ee E- ae at hier as te 
rs Se Ths ee | = = 


SUBMITTED PHOTO 


Members of the South Hadley High School hockey team protest outside Plains Elementary School two weeks ago. The team 
has had its season reinstated by the school committee. 





RACING 


Thompson announces opening weekend events 


WATERBURY, Conn. — 
American-Canadian Tour (ACT) 
and Pro All Stars Series (PASS) 
officials have announced the slate 
of racing for the 46th Thompson 
Icebreaker on Saturday, April 10 
and Sunday April 11. The 82nd 
season opener at Connecticut’s 
Thompson Speedway Motorsports 
Park currently consists of a 
nine-division card highlighted by 
the $10,000-to-win Icebreaker 
125 for the Thompson Outlaw 
Open Modified Series. 

The event marks the return 
of the historic season kick-off 
after a one-year hiatus due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
Icebreaker was first held in 1974 
and has become a staple of the 
Northeast motorsports calendar. 
It includes two days of racing 
with an optional Test N’ Tune on 
Friday, April 9. 

All five of Thompson 
Speedway’s local divisions join 
the Outlaw Open Modified Series 
on the card. This includes the 








The Icebreaker 125 will kick off Thompson Speedway’s race season. 


Sunoco Modifieds, ACT-type Late 
Models, Limited Sportsmen/8- 
cylinder Street Stocks, SK Light 
Modifieds, and Mini Stocks. Laps 
for each division are to be deter- 
mined. The purses for these divi- 
sions will be similar to those at 
the Thompson Speedway events 


The event is part of the Outlaw Open Modified Series 


ACT and PASS promoted in 
2020. 

The PASS Super Late Models 
headline the Saturday portion 
of Icebreaker Weekend with a 
75-lap event. It is the fifth straight 
Icebreaker featuring PASS, join- 
ing the 2016-2019 editions. PASS 


SUBMITTED PHOTOS 


holds their first event of the year 
in the Northeast after opening the 
season with a pair of events at 
North Carolina’s Hickory Motor 
Speedway. 

The NEMA Lites of the 
Northeastern Midget Association, 
who are longtime Thompson 
Speedway supporters, return for 
another showing at the Icebreaker. 
The EXIT Realty Pro Truck 
Challenge rounds out the card. 
Both series were slated to be part 
of the 2020 Icebreaker before its 
cancellation. 

Officials are finalizing the 
full schedule for each day. More 
information regarding sched- 
ules, pricing, and ticketing will 
be announced over the coming 
weeks. 


See RACES, page 11 - 
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COLLEGE 


MASCAC 
cancels ‘fall 
in spring’ 
competition 


WESTFIELD — The Massa- 
chusetts State Collegiate 
Athletic Conference 
(MASCAC) announced today 
that the eight MASCAC 
Presidents made the difficult 
decision to cancel the fall in 
spring semester athletic con- 
ference competition, including 
all indoor and outdoor athletic 
conference competition. The 
decision ends the possibility of 
resuming the fall conference 
competition during the spring 
of 2021 but will allow fall and 
winter student-athletes train- 
ing opportunities. While there 
will not be a conference sched- 
ule for MASCAC fall sports, 
member institutions will be 
allowed to schedule fall sport 
non-conference games at their 
discretion. 

“The MASCAC office has 
been meeting regularly with 
the presidents, athletic direc- 
tors, athletic trainers and other 
essential staff to consider ways 
we can bring our student-ath- 
letes back to the playing 
field safely while adhering to 
all state, federal and NCAA 
guidelines,” said MASCAC 
Commissioner Angela 
Baumann. “Regrettably, the 
highly contagious nature of 
the COVID-19 virus and the 
risk of community spread 
through conference competi- 
tion proved too great a risk to 
our student-athletes to engage 
in conference play. With the 
health and well-being of our 


See MASCAC, page 11 


Hampshire 
association 
seeking 
umpires 


REGION — The Hampshire 
Franklin Baseball Umpire 
Association (HFBUA) is plan- 
ning to conduct classes for the 
2021 baseball season following 
all recommended COVID-19 
protocols including the pos- 
sibility of on-line instruction. 
The association covers umpir- 
ing of scholastic baseball for 
all of Hampshire and Franklin 
county schools registered under 
MIAA and several other base- 
ball leagues in the area. If you 
are interested in umpiring base- 
ball or obtaining further infor- 
mation regarding the upcoming 
classes please contact Roger 
Booth - Secretary/Treasurer of 
the HFBUA via email at quil- 
thunter@ comcast.net. 
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New umpires 
needed for 
2021 season 


REGION — The Western Massachusetts 
Baseball Umpire Association is look- 
ing for individuals who are interested in 
umpiring baseball at the high school and 
youth level. The WMBUA services high 
school baseball and various other leagues 
in the Greater Springfield area/ Hampden 
County. 

The WMBUA’s first year members 
class will be held for roughly five to six 
weeks, beginning in February. The class 
dates right now are fluid as the organi- 
zation monitors what happens with the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Class is usually 
one or two nights per week from 6:30 to 
8:30 p.m. 

The class takes place in the First 
Baptist Church of East Longmeadow’s 
classrooms at 50 Parker Street. Classes 
may also be virtual if COVID-19 does 
not allow for in-person meetings. 

If you are interested in taking the class- 
es, contact Chris Meffen, the WMBUA 
Secretary, via email at cmeffen8017@ 
gmail.com or visit the WMBUA website 
at http://wmbua.org. 


Support the local 
businesses that support 
your local newspaper. 
Let them know you 
saw their ad in the 


Belchertown Sentinel 








Personalized, weather 
resistant vinyl banner 
with grommets. 


2x 5.5 ft. 
$49.95 
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Pioneers to host Pelham clinic 


LUDLOW -—- Western United 
Pioneers FC is excited to offer a soc- 
cer clinic in Pelham, MA for players in 
the Massachusetts North Region. The clin- 
ic provides off-season training and skill 
development by WUP FC coaches. The 
second sessions available. 

This program is offered to boys and 
girls born in 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, and 
2014. The four-week program includes one 
practice per week for a total of $65 per ses- 
sion. Sessions will consist of a max of 15 


HOCKEY : from page 9 


said the social isolation has been tough for 
students. 

More questions were answered and 
Schlachter proposed allowing the hockey 
team to be played. Charles Miles cast the 
lone dissenting vote. 

Players initially did not take the decision 
of not being able to play lightly. 

Following the South Hadley School 
Committee’s decision to deny the Tigers 
an opportunity to play, a protest was held 
last Saturday morning at Plain Elementary 
School. 

Members of the team assembled at the 
school to let the school district know how 
they felt about the decision to cancel their 
season. 

South Hadley ice hockey, which co-ops 
with neighbor Granby, was prepared to 
begin its season during the past week 
before the school committee opted not to 
allow the sport to play. Basketball is also 
not being played at South Hadley. 

South Hadley ice hockey has been a 
perennial playoff contender during the past 
decade. The Tigers have also co-oped with 
Holyoke in the past, though that partner- 
ship recently ended. There has been no 
movement to renew the partnership. 






players per field (COVID regulation for the 
players’ safety). 


SESSION 2: 
MONDAYS 2/22, 3/1, 3/8, and 3/15 

Boys and Girls Born 2013 and 2014: 
Session is at 5 p.m. 

Boys and Girls Born 2010, 2011, and 
2012: Session is at 6 p.m. 

The sessions will be held at Pelham 
Elementary School at 45 Amherst Road, 
Pelham, MA 01002. 


Athletic Director Eric Castonguay said 
he gave a presentation to the school com- 
mittee at the Jan. 4 meeting. The vote was 
then delayed until later in the month. 

“Tf demonstrated to the committee 
how we could run a season safely,” said 
Castonguay. “I showed them what I needed 
for support to ensure safe protocols were 
being enforced, and an emphasis for now 
spectators to limit the amount of exposure.” 

South Hadley participated in the fall sea- 
son. The school successful played boys 
soccer, girls soccer, cross country, and field 
hockey. Girls volleyball was deferred to the 
Fall 2 season. Football for all schools was 
deferred to the fall season. 

There were some minor hiccups with a 
few isolated COVID-19 cases in the fall, 
but nothing that resulted in any major shut- 
downs or delays in the fall season, which 
was also abbreviated and included between 
10 and 12 contests. 

A limited number of fans were allowed 
at games during the fall due to the contests 
being held outdoors, though Castonguay 
recommended having no fans during the 
winter sports to ensure the ability for 
games to be played. 

Town surrounding South Hadley are 
not playing any winter sports, including 
Granby, Belchertown, and Holyoke. 
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Please send your banner request to 
You will need to submit a high 
Please include name, theme, colors 

or CALL 413-283-8393 Pu blications, INC 


*Pickup at Palmer Location FREE 
Delivery/Shipping additional charge. 


Sign-ups now 
available for 2021 
Relics softball 


LUDLOW - The Western Mass 
Relics has opened registration for the 
2021 Senior Softball Season. The Silver 
Division (age 50 to 64) has filled 36 
of the 112 spots and the Gold Division 
(65-and-up) has filled 32 of the 96 
spots. The registrations are accepted on 
a first come first serve basis. All our 
games are played at the Fish & Game 
in Ludlow. For further information or to 
register go to http://www.westernmass- 
relics.org. 





Follow Turley 
Sports on 6) 
S 


Instagram 


Turley Publications sports depart- 
ment has recently joined Instagram. 
You can find our account by searching 
“turleysports.” We will regularly fea- 
ture samples of photos that you will 
see in our publications on a week- 
ly basis. Please follow and share with 
your friends and loved ones. We will 
be featuring photos from all 11 of our 
sports sections in the coming weeks, 
but as always, you can see all the photos 
that appear by subscribing to your local 
paper or picking up a copy in your com- 
munity. 





3% 6 ft. 


$69.95 


Other sizes 

available 
Please call 
for pricing. 
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RACES : from page 9 


“We have something for everyone at 
the Icebreaker,’ PASS president Tom 
Mayberry said. “It’s important to start the 
season with a bang, and we’ve put together 
a line-up to do just that. We know a lot of 
people are looking forward to the Outlaw 
Open Modified Series debut, but there’s 
plenty of other action planned for fans of 
both open-wheel and full-fender racing.” 

Entries are already pouring in for the 
125-lap Outlaw Open main event. Two of 
the biggest names on the list are Franklin, 
MA’s Bobby Santos III and Milford, CT’s 
Doug Coby. Santos has posted four career 
Tour-type Modified victories at Thompson 
Speedway and six at New Hampshire 
Motor Speedway. He recently triumphed 
in the famed Little 500 for Sprint Cars 
at Indiana’s Anderson Speedway. Coby 
1s a six-time champion of the NASCAR 
Whelen Modified Tour with six victories 
at Thompson. 

Other notable Modified standouts 
on the early entry list include former 
Modified Racing Series and, International 
Supermodified Association Champion Jon 
McKennedy, former NASCAR Advance 


MASCAC : from page 9 


student-athletes and our staff as our pri- 
ority, the difficult decision was made to 
cancel the fall in spring MASCAC compe- 
tition,’ Baumann said. 

Although fall MASCAC competition 
has been canceled, the state universities 
will continue to provide student-athletes 
with on-campus, in-person practices, 
conditioning, and training opportunities 
during the spring semester in order to sup- 
port their physical and mental well-being. 
These practice and training opportunities 
will not use a year of NCAA Eligibility 
and will be done in compliance with cam- 
pus, state and federal COVID guidance 
and protocols. 

“The MASCAC Presidents know the 
value of intercollegiate athletics to our 
campus community and how important 
sports are to our student-athletes. The 
news that we need to cancel the fall con- 
ference competition is understandably dis- 
appointing, but the health and safety of our 
students and staff is of the utmost impor- 
tance,” said Massachusetts College of 
Liberal Arts President James Birge, Chair 
of the MASCAC Council of Presidents. 










TILTON AUTOMOTIVE 


3 AMHERST RD. (RT.9) 
BELCHERTO 
323-5051 








Little Friends 
Child Care Center 
58 Daniel Shays Hwy. (Rt. 202 No.) Belchertown 
Caring for Children 1 2mos. - 9 years 
Full day, before and 
after school programs 
morning preschool program 


413-323-8447 


Lic. # 309640 littlefriends39.com 


Year Round <& 
Enrollment 


PUMPING 


e pumping 

e new installation 
e repairs 

e Title 5 inspection 


Septic Service LLC 


Jason Lafleur ¢ David Kibbe 


413-323-4327 


Complete A/C Service 
Cie lalsieclielitelars 
Used Cars ¢ Windshields 
Expert Body & Fender 
Repair ¢ Painting 
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323-6664 
FREE ESTIMATES 
@) [oRSye)alaleli(-kemmcer=te. 


Belchertown 
Visa-Mastercard Accepted 
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HEATING & OIL COMPANY 


Sheet Metal Fabrication 
Is Our Specialty 
¢ Automatic Fuel Delivery AT AN 
¢ 24 hr. Burner Service ; 
¢ Replacement of Furnaces 
& Boilers 
om plete ¢ New Construction 

CZ & Renovations 

¢ New Customer Discounts 


413-323-4123 
221 N. Liberty * Belchertown 


Auto Parts Weekly Series National 
Champion Keith Rocco, 2011 NASCAR 
Whelen Modified Tour Champion Ronnie 
Silk, and Mike Christopher Jr., the win- 
ner of the Budweiser Modified Open at 
last October’s World Series of Speedway 
Racing. They’ll be joined by Northeast 
household names such as Matt Swanson, 
Eric Goodale, Andy Shaw, Carl Medeiros 
Jr., and Dan Meservey. 

A limited amount of garage stalls are 
still available for Icebreaker weekend. 
These will be awarded to Outlaw Open 
Modified Series competitors in the order 
their entries are received. 

The Icebreaker 125 is the opener of the 
new Outlaw Open Modified Series. The 
six-pack of big-money events concludes 
with the $20,000-to-win Thompson 300 on 
October 9 and 10 as part of the 59th World 
Series of Speedway Racing. In between 
are four 75-lap events on Wednesday 
nights throughout the summer that will 
pay a minimum of $5,000-to-win. Rules, 
entry forms, and other information for the 
Outlaw Open Modified Series is available 
at www.acttour.com/outlaw-open-modi- 
fieds or www.racedayct.com/thomp- 
son2021. 


“These are unprecedented times and mak- 
ing the difficult decision to cancel fall 
conference competition is equally unprec- 
edented. We will continue to monitor the 
facts and re-evaluate the status of athlet- 
ics as information and data evolves,” said 
President Birge. 

The MASCAC Presidents are hope- 
ful that a spring sports season will occur 
and plan to announce their decision in 
February. 

“We are disappointed conference 
competition couldn’t be provided for 
our fall student-athletes in the spring,” 
said MASCAC Commissioner Angela 
Baumann. “We are still creating plans to 
play the spring sports season and are hope- 
ful we will be able to provide those stu- 
dent-athletes an athletic experience.” 

Throughout the 2020-21 academic year, 
the MASCAC will be celebrating its’ 50th 
anniversary with special features, facts and 
trivia commemorating the event. Our con- 
ference has a rich history of success on the 
playing field and in the classroom. Over 
the academic year, the conference will be 
highlighting the student-athletes, teams, 
coaches, and administrators from the last 
50 years. 
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DID YOUR MAILBOX POST 
GET CRUNCHED THIS WINTER? 
Stop in and see our exclusive 
“Steel” retractable mailbox posts! 


Amherst Welding, Inc. 
(413) 253-4867 


330 Harkness Road, Amherst, MA 
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STADLER ACE HARDWARE, INC. 
NEED A KEY COPIED? 


We copy keys including many household 
and automotive computer chip keys. 
We stock many household entrance 

locks and offer in store 

re-keying of locks as 
well as keying multiple 
locks “alike”. 
Call for details! 


3 STADLER STREET, BELCHERTOWN, MA ¢ 413-323-4521 
OPEN MON.-FRI. 8-6, SAT. 8-4, SUN. 10-4 © www.acestadler.com 
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Stops along the way, including 
a Palmer depot, of a proposed 
passenger line from 
Pittsfield to Boston. 
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RAIL STUDY - from page 3 


for this. They don’t know our town. We 


have to put it in place for them and say 
here’s the solution and maybe give them a 
second option.” 

Palmer Town Council President Lorinda 
Baker, who also serves on the committee, 
said east-west rail advocates might have an 
inside track with the Biden administration 
— Buttigieg. She said she heard the former 
mayor of South Bend, Ind., who ran for 
president in 2020, is at least an acquain- 
tance, if not a friend, of Lesser. 

Lesser referenced Buttigieg in his state- 
ment: 

“The study comes at the right moment 
given President-Elect Biden’s long history 
of infrastructure advocacy, and his pas- 
sion for train transportation in particular, 
along with his nominee to be Secretary 
of Transportation, Pete Buttigieg,’ Lesser 
said. 


Setting Priorities 

While the study presents various scenar- 
10s of how and where actual construction 
would begin, the committee members all 
agree that the Springfield phase should get 
priority. The study itself called it a “worth- 
while starting point.” Hood and Miller 
sent a letter recently to Baker and Mass. 
Secretary of Transportation Stephanie 
Pollack asking for it. 

“Indeed the need for expanded rail ser- 
vice between the three largest cities in the 
Commonwealth should take priority, espe- 
cially when there is almost no train service 






SPECIALIZING IN 
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at present between two of them,” they said 
in the letter. 

“Worcester and Springfield are the 2nd 
and 4th largest cities in New England. 
Worcester has a metropolitan area popula- 
tion of 947,404, and Springfield has a met- 
ropolitan area population of 697,382.... 
It is time for the Commonwealth to fill in 
the gaping hole in New England train ser- 
vice, between Springfield and Worcester. 
There is no need for more study, since 
the Northern New England Intercity Rail 
Initiative (2016) already proposed a rea- 
sonable service plan for this corridor, vet- 
ted by a Tier 1 Environmental Assessment 
that found minimal or no impacts. 

“The NNEIRI preferred alternative 
service plan includes 8 round-trip trains 
per day serving Boston-Framingham- 
Worcester-Palmer-Springfield-Hartford- 
New Haven. MassDOT should prioritize 
development and implementation of a plan 
to run 8 round-trip trains per day serving 
Worcester-Palmer-Springfield, timed to 
connect seamlessly with CTrail service 
at Springfield, with bus service at Palmer 
to UMass/Amherst, and with MBTA 
Commuter Rail service at Worcester. 

“This first phase of a phased approach 
to East-West passenger rail would address 
the greatest need, which is to connect 
Springfield to Worcester and Boston. This 
first phase would have an added advan- 
tage that it could utilize the detailed work 
already done as part of the NNEIRI study, 
as well as the findings and recommen- 
dations of the East-West Passenger Rail 
Study.” 





S 


© 


SRCRALLL hn PGR a aa 
ey to a ie! 





NAPA 
Conventional 
Motor Oil 


Aceite de motor 
convencional NAPA 


$2.29 /1 ot. 


Belchertown Auto Parts NAPA AUTO PARTS: 
116 FEDERAL STREET (RT.9) BELCHERTOWN, MA 
(Ch ic) ec) 4c i (21-5 Me) ec pact y 4c) =) 


Get 
the Good 
(NIDA) AUTO PARTS suit 


Proud publishers of 
12 community newspapers 


Turley® 


Publications, Inc. 


Call Maureen McGarrett 
at 413-283-8393 
or email: 
mmcgarrett@turley.com 
to advertise your 








business here! 





PAGE 12 


THE SENTINEL « THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2021 





i POLICE LOGS 


Belchertown 


Editor’s note: The following are brief 
explanations of select entries in the 
Belchertown Police log and arrests for the 
weeks of Jan. 20 through Jan. 26. The infor- 
mation was provided by a member of the 
police department based on the review of 
the detailed log summary. This feature is 
designed to provide context and explanation 
to some of the calls police respond to every 
day. Of the 276 calls police responded to, 
there were 10 incidents, eight accidents, 
field arrest/summons and five citations. 


ARRESTS/SUMMONS 


Monday, Jan. 25 

12:56 a.m. — John W. Parrott, 52, home- 
less, was arrested on a warrant. Officers 
responded to Amherst Rd residence for a 
report of a person who was not allowed 
there. The reporting party said they didn’t 
want the suspect at their residence. Officers 
found that the person had a warrant for 
their arrest. The clerk was contacted and 
transported to the regional lock up in 
Northampton. 

3:51 p.m. — A 61-year-old Granby man 
was issued a summons on charges of intim- 
idating a witness and operating a motor 
vehicle with a revoked license. Officers 
responded to a Federal St business for a 
report of hit and run. The calling party 
provided a description of the vehicle that 
left. The officer spoke with the involved 
party, who was going to work at the busi- 
ness. The party was going east on George 
Hannum and turned right into the rear of 
business, as she began turning a pickup 
truck passed her on the right side and side 
swiped the vehicle. There was damage to 
the passenger’s side door and corner panel. 
Both vehicle stopped, and the operator 
of the truck asked if the reporting party 
was Okay. The reporting party was told 
by the driver that they would take care of 
the damage, and the reporting party wrote 
their license plate down. The operator then 
left. Granby Police Department reported 
the truck operator reported the accident 
was the other party’s fault. The operator 
claimed the vehicle suddenly swiped their 
truck. The party was mailed a citation for 
their offense. 

10:09 p.m. — A 72-year-old Belchertown 
man was issued a summons for charges of 
assault and battery on a disabled person/60 


plus person. Officers responded to Everett 
Ave for a physical disturbance between 
neighbors. One party was making noise and 
the other party went to tell them to keep the 
noise down. The noisy party was pushed 
backwards into a wall by the stairwell and 
was pushed downstairs. The party cut their 
left hand while trying to stop themself. The 
party declined medical attention and did 
not want to press charged. The involved 
party was located and charged accordingly. 


Tuesday, Jan. 26 

4:16 p.m. — Officers responded to an 
accident on Bay Rd. The operator swerved 
due to the snowy roadway and ran off the 
road on the right hand side to avoid another 
vehicle. After sliding up a slight hill the 
vehicle overturned. The vehicle tuck two 
mailboxes on the hill. No injuries were 
reported but the vehicle was towed. 


ACCIDENTS/INCIDENTS 


Wednesday, Jan. 20 
10:41 p.m. — Officers responded to a 
report of an accident. A vehicle travelling 
in the area of the Police Station struck a 
sign in the parking lot. The vehicle was 
able to be driven from the scene. 


Thursday, Jan. 21 

11:54 a.m. — Officers responded to an 
accident on Federal St and Allen Rd. One 
vehicle traveling west on Federal St. while 
a second on Allen Rd. was unable to stop 
due to the snowy roadway. The second slid 
out onto Federal St. and was struck by the 
first. No injuries were reported. Both vehi- 
cles were able to be driven away. 

12:34 p.m. — Officers responded to an 
accident on Bay Rd. A vehicle travelling 
west on Bay Rd during snowstorm, lost 
control and ran off the road on the right 
side. The vehicle spun into the yard of a 
residence and ended up in a ditch. The 
vehicle able to be driven from scene after 
being towed from the ditch. No injuries 
were reported. 


Friday, Jan. 22 

12:56 p.m. — Officers took a call from 
a victim of scam. They said there a notice 
was issued about their antivirus software 
which requested access to their comput- 
er. The hacker then accessed their bank 
account. The hacker then wired $30,000 
from a bank account and wanted it back. 


The person involved notified their bank to 
secure thier accounts. 

5:02 p.m. — Officers responded to an 
accident on Federal St. The operator was 
travelling west on Federal St when a deer 
ran into the westbound lane from the 
woods. The deer was struck by the vehicle 
on the right side fender had damage. No 
injuries were reported, and the vehicle was 
towed by a private company. 

6:47 p.m. — Officers responded to assist 
Belchertown fire and paramedics. 


Saturday, Jan. 23 

12:16 p.m. — Officers took a report from 
a resident who received a notice on their 
computer of an order that didn’t take place. 
The caller attempted to correct the mis- 
take online and the hacker asked for infor- 
mation, which the caller provided. There 
was no money missing, but the caller was 
advised to contact their bank and credit 
agencies. 

11 p.m. — Officers responded to a 911 
fire report of structure fire, box two work- 
ing residential structure fire. 


Monday, Jan. 25 

9:34 a.m. — Officers took a report of 
someone who got into their bank account 
with two unauthorized purchases. 

1:56 p.m. — Officers took a report from 
a person who received an unemployment 
statement in May. The resident reported 
he didn’t make the claim. However, the 
resident received a 1099 form reporting 
they got unemployment. The resident was 
instructed on how to file a false claim. 

5:36 p.m. — An officer took a report of 
a person who received a 1099 form for 
unemployment benefits in 2020 in which 
they did not. 


Tuesday, Jan. 26 

4:23 p.m. —A 26-year-old Belchertown 
woman was issued a citation for operating 
with a suspended license. Officers respond- 
ed to North Washington St for a report of 
two car accident. The officers made contact 
with the operators. One party said they 
had stomach pain and were transported to 
the hospital. A query of license status said 
suspended license and was issued a citation 
for same. 

5:10 p.m. — Officers to responded to 
Everett St to conduct a wellbeing check. 
An ambulance was contacted to the scene 
and a section 12 completed. A party was 


transported to the hospital. 

5:50 p.m. — Officers responded to a one 
car accident. The operator was travelling 
east on West St, as the vehicle was coming 
down a large hill approaching a corner, the 
vehicle slid off roadway into a tree. A party 
made contact for a tow. No injuries were 
reported. 


Granby 


Editor’s Note: The Granby Police 
Department responded to 171 calls for the 
week of Jan. 22 through Jan. 28. Those 
arrested are presumed innocent until 
proven guilty in a court of law. All infor- 
mation is provided by the Granby Police 
Department. 


Friday, Jan. 22 
12:22 p.m. — Officers issued a criminal 
citation for an uninsured motor vehicle 
operation. 


Saturday, Jan. 23 
6:56 p.m. — Patrick Hogan, 50, of 209 
Amherst St., Granby, was arrested for pos- 
session of class B drugs. 


Sunday, Jan. 24 
1:47 p.m. — Officers took a report of 
identity theft. The incident is still under 
investigation. 
7:22 p.m. — Officers issued a criminal 
citation for an unlicensed motor vehicle 
operation. 


Tuesday, Jan. 26 
7:09 p.m. — Officers investigated a motor 
vehicle accident on State St. The operator 
drove off the roadway and stuck a utility 
pole. 


Wednesday, Jan. 27 
9:27 a.m. — Officers investigated a motor 
vehicle accident on Chicopee St and Carver 
St. The operator drove off the roadway and 
caused property damage. 


Thursday, Jan. 28 
3:27 p.m. — Officers investigated a two 
car accident on West State St. No injuries 
were reported. 
3:30 p.m. — Officers investigated a two 
car accident on West State St. No injuries 
were reported. 





Belchertown 
children’s meals 
program menu 


For the week of Feb. 8 to Feb. 12 


Note: Tuesday through Thursday are 
small meal kit items 

Monday: Breakfast: mini-waffles 
and fruit. Lunch: New England chicken 
salad scoop and goldfish pickles. 


Tuesday (Small Meal Kits come 
home): Breakfast: cereal bar, yogurt and 
100% fruit juice. Lunch: cheese pizza, 
Caesar salad and school-baked cookie. 


Wednesday - Curbside Meal Kit 
Pickup at BHS 11 a.m. from | p.m. 
Remote learning day, no in school 
meals. 


Thursday: Breakfast: cereal, cheese 
stick and 100% fruit juice. Lunch: tur- 
key sandwich, chips and mixed vegeta- 
bles. 


Friday — Small meal kits come home 
and orders due today for next week. 
Breakfast: muffin and fruit. Lunch: ham- 
burger, fries and fruit. 


Note: Pre-k and Kindergarten will 
offer a daily in-school alternative 
choice: Muffin, yogurt, vegetable, fruit, 
and milk 

Grades | though 6 will offer a daily 
in-school alternate choice: Sunbutter and 
Jelly sandwich, vegetable, fruit and milk 

Grades 7 to 12 will offer daily 
in-school alternative choices: pizza sta- 
tion, deli bar and pre-made salads 


Granby Library offers free workshops 


GRANBY — The Granby Library is 
happy to announce these free workshops 
through partners at Collaborative for 
Educational Services. Join in! 


Music and movement! 

An interactive music and movement 
workshop for parents and their children 
aged | to 5. 

Wednesdays from 9:30 to 10 a.m. 

February 3, 10 and 24. 

March 3, 10, 17, 24 and 31. 

Drop into one or all the sessions with 
Andy Goulet. Free. Register for Music and 
movement classes - here’s a link to regis- 
tration: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/ 


LAMPSON : from page 1 


will also be an ex-officio member from the 
Massachusetts Executive Office of Energy 
and Environmental Affairs and a member 
from one of the entities will own the forest 
or community parcels. 

Spiegel explained the task the board will 
have in the next year. 

“The two most important (tasks) are to 
create a management plan that will cover 
the entire site, to provide for the permanent 
protection and stewardship, and to establish 
a fund which will be able to receive money 
for the purpose of maintaining the site. 
This has been a challenge over these last 
few decades,” said Spiegel. “The board will 
have to see the dissolution of the site as it 
currently exists and the transfer to respon- 
sible entities that will take charge of certain 
parts of the site. (As well as) take part and 
provide ongoing oversight for activities of 


1FAIpQLScWPryY 9HyaaCG6nbRGSO}J- 
faC8IlxednSJuWLJHSarJWkpn_iQ/form- 
Response or e-mail earlychildhood @col- 
laborative.org for the Zoom link. 


Yoga for Families: 
breathe, stretch, and bond 

Parent only - self-care/relaxation on 
Thursday evenings from 7 to 8 p.m. 

Parent/child Yoga on Monday mornings 
from 9:30 to 10 a.m. 

Stephanie Koller will present a twelve- 
week workshop series to help parents and 
their children build a “Winter Wellness 
Toolbox” through the weekly practice of 
Qi Yoga. Incorporating varying mindfulness 


the site. The Board of Directors is consid- 
ered a body politic by the legislature and 
has legal standing.” 

The area will be divided into five par- 
cels, Spiegel explained. These parcels will 
“create a patchwork of land units devoted 
to specific purposes that continue the pres- 
ervation and historic value of the site by 
providing for five different areas under care 
of Board of Directors,” Spiegel said. 

A community farm parcel, where the 
barn is found will be where a lot of com- 
munity activities occur. The second area is 
the enterprise zone which will encompass 
both all the existing old Barre complex and 
the area near Jackson and George Hannum 
Rd where the Old Poor Farm was located. 
The third is a commercial agricultural field, 
which are the larger agricultural fields that 
have been farmed as such for decades. The 
fourth is homestead parcel which will go to 
the New England Small Farms Institute to 


themes each week, both children and their 
parents will learn helpful ways to maintain 
a healthy balance between active move- 
ment and tranquil breathing. On Monday 
mornings, Stephanie will offer parent/child 
interactive experiences, and on Thursday 
evenings the focus will be on a mindful 
movement practice to help parents nur- 
ture themselves. Runs through March 1. 
Register for Zoom Yoga for families here’s 
a link to registration: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/ 
1FAIpQLScWPrY 9HyaaCG6nbRGSOj- 
faC8IlxednSJuWLJHSarJ Wkpn_iQ/form- 
Response or email earlychildhood @ collab- 
orative.org for the Zoom link. 


continue education, experimental farming 
demonstrations, etc. 

The fifth parcel is the forest parcel, 
which is the largest parcel which will go to 
an appropriate nonprofit stewardship orga- 
nization, Spiegel said. 

One responsibility of the Board of 
Directors, once the management plan is 
created, will be to put out a request for pro- 
posals for appropriate agencies or organiza- 
tions to take on responsibility for the forest 
parcel and the community farm parcel. 

Spiegel said he hopes the board will 
be able to have its first meeting later in 
February. 

“The management plan will need to be 
in place, (and) a survey in place, accepted 
by legislature and the Division of Capital 
Asset Management and Maintenance with- 
in this year,’ Spiegel said. “It will be an 
ongoing responsibility.” 
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— PUBLIC NOTICE 


Public Hearing 
Legal Notice 
Belchertown 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
In accordance with the 
provisions of Massachusetts 
General Laws Chapter 40A, 
Section 11 the Zoning Board 
of Appeals will hold a Public 
Hearing on Wednesday, 
February 17, 2021 at 6:30 
PM 
This hearing will be held 
remotely, Please join meeting 


struct a two-family house: 145 
Attachment 1:1 (2) on North 
Main Street Map 238 Parcel 
156 zoned VR 
A copy of the application 
can be viewed at Belchertown. 
org website 
Any Person interested and 
wishing to be heard should 
appear at the time and place 
designated. 
Mark Hebert, Chairman 
Zoning Board of Appeals 
01/28, 02/04/2021 


from your computer, tablet or 


smartphone. 
https://global.gotomeeting. 

com/join/986366629 Please check 
You can also dial in using 

sourphent. the accuracy of 


your legal notice 
prior to submis- 
sion (i.e., date, 
time, spelling). 
Also, be sure 
the requested 
publication date 
coincides with 


(For supported devices, tap 
a one-touch number below to 
join instantly.) 

United States: 

+1 (571) 317-3122 

- One-touch: tel: 
+15713173122,,986366629# 

New to GoToMeeting? 
Get the app now and be ready 
when your first meeting starts: 

https://global.gotomeeting. 


com/install/986366629 
Access Code: the purpose of the 
986-366-629 notice, or as the 


Application from Jean 
Guy Girard applying for a 
Special Permit §145-69; §145- 
11 Schedule of Use, to con- 


law demands. 
Thank you. 








RINTALA - from page 1 


scene. Prosecutors argued that Rintala poured the paint 
shortly before police arrived at the home, in an effort to 
conceal the crime and contaminate the scene. 

Superior Court Judge Richard Carey wrote in his Jan. 26 
decision denying Rintala’s motion for a stay that her argu- 
ment is “wanting and without any weight.” 

In her request to be released from prison pending the 
Supreme Judicial Court’s decision on her appeal, Rintala 
also cited the risk of contracting COVID-19 in prison. But 
Judge Carey wrote that prisoners in Massachusetts are now 
being vaccinated against the virus and “the specific risk to 
this defendant, in view of her age and medical conditions, 
is minimal.” 

The SJC is expected to hear Rintala’s appeal in early 
April. 

“We are pleased the Court denied the defendant’s 
request to be released from prison pending her appeal, and 
we look forward to her conviction being affirmed,’ said 
Gagne. 


SSI - from page 6 


benefit adjustment until January of each year. That’s why 
you got only the age 69 benefit when you started your ben- 
efits in October and why your payment in November and 
December didn’t include those DRCs. 

The Social Security payment you received in January 
was actually for your December benefits, and included 
the 2021 COLA increase (which is computed using your 
December benefit). And just as an FYI, they do apply 
DRCs immediately for anyone who claims at age 70, 
regardless of the month they claim. What happened to you 
was because you claimed before you were 70. 

The additional 6% DRCs you earned between January 
and September last year should be applied in January 
of this year and should be included in your next benefit 
check, which you will receive in February (Social Security 
pays benefits in the month following when they are 
earned). When they do that computation, they’Il automat- 
ically adjust your COLA using your new benefit amount. 
So, what you were told by the Social Security agent is 
essentially correct — your benefit payment won’t reflect 
those additional DRCs for 2020 until your January 2021 
payment, which you will receive in February. 

This article is intended for information purposes only 
and does not represent legal or financial guidance. It 
presents the opinions and interpretations of the AMAC 
Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited by the National 
Social Security Association. NSSA and the AMAC 
Foundation and its staff are not affiliated with or endorsed 
by the Social Security Administration or any other gov- 
ernmental entity. To submit a question, visit our website 
(amacfoundation.org/programs/social-security-advisory ) 
or email us at ssadvisor @ amacfoundation.org. 

Russell Gloor is a Social Security advisor with AMAC. 





— OBITUARIES 


Stanley Antonovitch 


BELCHERTOWN - Stanley “Stike” 
Antonovitch, 89, passed away Jan. 27, 
2021 at home. He was born 
on May 16, 1931 in Ware, 
to Leon and Anna (Janik) 
Antonovitch. 

Stike was a lifelong res- 
ident of Belchertown and a 
communicant of St. Francis 
Church as well as a Fourth 
Degree Knight in the Knights 
of Columbus. He proud- 
ly served his country as a 
Corporal in the United States 
Army during the Korean 
War. After his dedicated ser- 
vice, he went on to work as a herdsman 
and carpenter for over 30 years for the 
Belchertown State School and also ran 
the family farm. Stanley was always 
known to lend a helping hand, volunteer- 
ing for the Special Olympics and at the 
annual Belchertown Fair. Stike specifi- 
cally enjoyed helping at the horse pulling 
competitions and the livestock events at 
the fair. 








He is survived by his two sons, 
James Antonovitch of Belchertown and 
Kevin Antonovitch of South 
Dennis; his sister, Anna 
Donovan of Belchertown 
and his beloved grandson, 
Brandon of Yarmouthport. 
He will also be deeply missed 
by his close friend, Christina 
(Owczarski) Roney and her 
sons Stephen and Daniel of 
Belchertown. Stanley was 
predeceased by his wife, 
Patricia L. (Wykowsk1) 
Antonovitch. 

A Funeral Mass was held 
Wed. Feb. 3, 2021 at 11 a.m. at St. 
Francis Church. Please meet directly at 
the church. Burial is private. 

In lieu of flowers, donations may be 
made to the Belchertown Fair Committee 
for the horse pulling competitions, an 
event Stike enjoyed so much. 

For more information visit www.beer- 
sandstory.com 





Patricia J. Mitchell 


BELCHERTOWN—Patricia J. (Adam) 
Mitchell, 71, passed away at home on 
Jan. 22. 

Daughter of the late 
Christian and Lucette 
(Ribault) Adam, she was born 
in Palmer on Dec. 14, 1949. 
Patricia worked for many 
years as a substitute teach- 
er for Belchertown Public 
Schools and enjoyed visit- 
ing Maine, tennis, watching 
sporting events and spending 
time with her grandchildren. 

Patricia will be missed by 
all who knew her, including 
her daughters Sarah Mitchell Bean and 
her husband Gregory of Belchertown and 


Barbara K. Rosazza 


BELCHERTOWN — Barbara K. 
(Kennedy) Rosazza of Belchertown 
passed peacefully into the 
lord’s hands on Sunday Jan. 
24, 2021. Born on Jan. 18, 
1931, she was the beloved 
daughter of the late Leo J. 
and Hazel (Clark) Kennedy. 

Barbara was the adored 
wife of Irving R. (Red) 
Rosazza and a devoted moth- 
er to her “Danny Boy” Daniel 
C. Rosazza, both of whom 
predeceased her. She leaves 
her cherished sister, Doris E. 
Keough, of Mashpee. Loving 
mother of sons, Robert and his wife 
Sheila of Belchertown, John and his wife 
Karen of Templeton, Richard and his 
wife Elizabeth of Granby; and daughter 
Lynn Galenski and fiancé Frank Pizzo of 
Enfield, CT. Barbara “Nana B” was the 
proud grandmother of seven grandchil- 
dren, Jessica and Alex Galenski, Caitlin 
and Rob Rosazza, RJ and Dominic 
Rosazza and Joshua Herzberg. 

Born and raised in Holyoke, Barbara 
was a child of the “Great Depression” 
and World War II. She often shared her 
memories of those difficult times and the 
sacrifice families had to endure. A grad- 
uate of Westfield State teachers college, 
Barbara met her future husband “Red” 
on a blind date. Red, a returning Army 
veteran, was smitten with Barb and was 


gANDALT's 
FARM 


& GREENHOUSR 


Email all 
notices to 
notices@turley.com 


“\ Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 








Amanda Leigh Martin and her husband, 
Andrew of West Springfield, as well as 
her son, David Mitchell and 
his wife, Linda of Wilbraham; 
her brother, Richard Adam 
and his wife, Leigh of North 
Carolina; her grandchildren, 
Jaden and Harper, and Olivia 
and Logan; as well as many 
extended family members and 
friends. 

Visitation will be Sunday, 
Feb. 21 from 2 to 5 p.m. at 
Beers & Story Belchertown 
Funeral Home. 

For more information or to 
leave a memory, please visit www.beer- 
sandstory.com 


relentless in his pursuit of her hand in 
marriage. She was an elementary teach- 
er for many years serving the 
children of South Hadley, 
Springfield and Valentine 
School in Chicopee. Barbara 
was a communicant of St. 
Francis of Assisi, a past pres- 
ident of the St. Francis wom- 
en’s club, Chairwoman of the 
Christmas bazaar and was 
often seen working the church 
booth at the Belchertown 
Fair. She loved to travel and 
was a passionate companion 
to Red on the many banking 
conventions they attended over the years, 
Hawaii being her favorite destination. A 
frequent patron of the Clapp Memorial 
library, Nana was an avid reader, loved 
a good tag sale and the local thrift shops 
all knew her on a first name basis. Her 
true love and devotion was to her family, 
especially her beloved grandchildren. A 
Funeral Mass was held on Monday, Feb. 
1 at 11 a.m. at the St Francis Parish in 
Belchertown. Barbara was laid to rest at 
Veterans’ Memorial Cemetery. 

In lieu of flowers, donations may be 
made in Barbara’s memory to: The Food 
Bank of Western Massachusetts COVID- 
19 Relief Fund. 

For more information, please visit- 
www.beersandstory.com 


CUSTOM & TRADITIONAL DESIGNS 


Randalls Farm & Greenhouse 


631 Center Street, Ludlow 


589-7071 ~ www.randallsfarm.net 


DEATH NOTICES 


Stanley Antonovitch 
Died: Jan. 27, 2021 
Burial is private 


Barbara K. Rosazza 
(Kennedy) 
Died: Jan. 24, 2021 


Patricia J. Mitchell 
(Adam) 

Died: Jan. 22, 2021 
Visitation Feb. 21 
2 to5 p.m. 
Beers & Story 
Belchertown 
Funeral Home 


The Sentinel 


OBITUARY 
POLICY 





Turley Publications 
offers two types of 
obituaries. 


One is a free, brief 
Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, 
date of death and 
funeral date and place. 


The other is a Paid 
Obituary, costing 
$120, which allows 
families to publish 
extended death notice 
information of their 
own choice and may 
include a photograph. 
Death Notices & 
Paid Obituaries 
should be 
submitted through a 
funeral home to: 
obits @turley.com. 


Exceptions will be made 
only when the family 
provides a death certificate 
and must be pre-paid. 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each 
advertiser is re- 
quested to check 
their advertise- 
ment the first time 
it appears. This 
paper will not be 
responsible for 
more than one 
corrected _inser- 
tion, nor will be li- 
able for any error 
in an advertise- 
ment to a greater 
extent than the 
cost of the space 
occupied by the 
item in the adver- 
tisement. 





VISIT 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


www.publicnotices.turley.com 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


) Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
4 public notice web site to search all notices in 
) Massachusetts newspapers. 
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Classifieds 


12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS I 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


2021 
TAX TIME 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 
413-967-8364 <ai> 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs. gov. 


Call For An 
Appointment 


Tatoo) antems hed, @ od mer oral mel aceyal 


~ 3l years tax experience ~ 


AUTHORIZED 


PROVIDER 


62 Jim Ash Road 
(413) 283-5596 Palmer, MA 01069 


EEE = — t — 





Call your local Turley Publications 
sales representative for information and 
rates on advertising your tax service here! 


413-283-8393 - 1-800-824-6548 


Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 


www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


We are here and ready for the 2020 tax filing season! 
Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership tax filing. 
Please give us a call at the office or 
visit our website for our COVID practices. 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
“David The Tax Man" 


David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www. kifchentabletaxes.com 


GS) Tel: 413-289-0058 
=| Fax: 413-324-2167 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 


Melchiori Tax and Financial Services 
TS te nd eo) o) (=) ale 

=) ar ed oy -t-3-j(elalt-| ma t-lale|(-m i ae) am’ .eol em 
Call us anytime! 


Complete Tax Services: 
Personal, Business, Corporations and Partnerships 


Telephone (413) 786-8727 ¢ Fax (413) 786-1833 
betty@melchioritax.com ¢ pauline@ melchioritax.com 
24 Southwick Street, Feeding Hills, MA 01030 





CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY! 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 DEADLINES: 


or Call: 413-283-8393 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$26.50 $27.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$28.50 $29.00 
Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$32.50 


Base Price 
$33.00 





Quabbin 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 


Ps 50,500 


| - 


te 
ole 
= 
aa es 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 













Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 


Base Price Base Price for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
$33.50 $34.00 


GRANBY 


EASTHAMPTON fl 


WEST 
SPRINGFIELD 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 


50¢ for each additional word. 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. 
Call (413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Chan- 
nels + $14.95 High Speed Internet. 
Free installation, Smart HD DVR In- 
cluded, Free Voice Remote. Some 
restrictions apply. Call 1-877-925- 
7371 


FIREWOOD 


Ai WE STILL HAVE SEASONED 
FIREWOOD Prompt Delivery and 
Competitive Pricing. Call now S & K 
413-267-3100 


AA !"!!SEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


SEASONED OAK & Hardwood. 
Cut, split and delivered. 413-575- 
4243. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 










NEW BRAINTREE 
T 


WES 











Residential 
Circulation: 
59.000 





) 


Suburban 






Call us at 413.283.8393 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or 
back pain? If you have insurance, you 
may qualify for the perfect brace at 
little to no cost. Get yours today! Call 
1-800-217-0504 


INVENTORS - FREE INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea start- 
er guide. Submit your idea for a free 
consultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, 
service or business to 1.7 million 
households throughout New England. 
Reach 4 million potential readers 
quickly and inexpensively with great 
results. Use the Buy New England 
Classified Ad Network by calling 
(413)283-8393, classifieds @turley. 
com. Do they work? You are reading 
one of our ads now!! Visit our website 
to see where your ads run community- 
papersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for 
$250. OFF your stairlift purchase and 
FREE DVD & brochure! 1-844-325- 


8610 


AB Hauling and 
Removal Service 





2***xkx* A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 





2**x*eee* A CALL WE HAUL 
WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 











ae an ae =m Add $10 for a second Zone 10% disc. with this ad of services. 
$34.50 #3535.00 $35.50 s6.00! or add $15 to run in Dumpster Rentals an for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
ALL THREE ZONES. CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 
Name; Phone First ZONE base price ae ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 = Insured. 
Address: Add a second ZONE ‘10.00 : Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
un my ad in the 
a 5 following ZONE(s) you. (413)967-8002 

Town: State Zips Add a third ZONE 5,00 : ———— 
BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $ Subtotal J Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Credit Card: i MasterCard UVISA JU Discover Ly Cash Ly Check# _ x Number of Weeks Bea insured. Call (413)967- 
Card # Exp. Date CVV _ ————— 
TOTAL Enclosed CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & re- 
Amount of charge: Date: finishing - cane, fiber rush & splint - 


Classroom instructor, 20+ years expe- 
rience. Call Walt at (413)289-6670 
for estimate. 


OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 
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Classifieds 


12 WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS IF SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 


Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse 
drawn vehicles such as sleighs, car- 
riages, Surreys, wagons, dr’s bug- 
gies, driveable or lawn ornaments. 
Some furniture and other restoration 
services available. Reasonable pric- 
es. Quality workmanship. Call 
(413)213-0373 for estimate and 
information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service chang- 
es/upgrades, generators, phone/data 
wiring, smoke detectors. Insured. 
Credit cards accepted. License 
#22882A (413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514- 
B Call (413)244-7096. 





HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ART- 
IST - learn how to teach painting with 
this special method to people of all 
ages and abilities and have your own 
business with a stable income. Fill the 
need for more art in healthcare facili- 
ties. Check it out at: www.artis4every1. 
com or call (508)882-3848 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh 413-636-5957 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


TREE WORK 


AAA - TROM’S TREE SER- 
VICE Let me save you mon- 
ey. Tree removal, hazard tree 
removal, cordwood, stump grind- 
ing. We're fully insured and work- 
men’s comp. for your protec- 
tion. Free estimates. Mon-Sun Call 
Jason (413)283-6374 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Ev- 
erything from tree pruning, tree 
removal, stump grinding, storm 
damage and brush chipping. Hon- 
est and Dependable. Fully insured. 
Now offering a Senior Citizen and 
Veteran discount. Call today for free 
estimate (413)478-4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 





RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 
OPTIONS.ORG 


EXPERIENCED LINE COOK, part 
time to start. Pay Negotiable. Apply in 
person 218 Main St., Monson (413) 
893-9078 


INDUSTRIAL MACHINE OPER- 
ATOR. Full-Time M-F 7am-3:30pm. 
Fully Paid Health Insurance, Vacation, 
Holidays, Paid Sick Days. Will train eli- 
gible canidate. West Brookfield (508) 
867-3859 


Classified 
Advertising 


DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & 
SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 





Call us at 413.283.8393 





FOR RENT 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 
¢Fully Applianced 
«Community Room 
eLaundry Facilities 
eCats Welcome 
eExtra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA 


EQUAL HOUSING (& 


OPPORTUNITY 


STORAGE 


SECURE STORAGE Winter Spe- 
cial. Rent a 5’x10: 2 months payment 
up front, 3rd month free. Call Mary 
(413)531-3722 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


BUY 


LOCALLY 
Suppont our communtiy 


FOR RENT 


2) 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





BUSINESS SERVIC 


R EF C TT O R YY 


AUTO BODY 


REECE AUTO BODY Com- 
plete Auto Body, Paint 
& Repair” auto glass, 
computerized paint matching, 
also routine car maintenance. 
Free estimates. Old Springfield 
Road, Belchertown. 
413-323-6664. 





ALIX & SONS COMPUTER 
CENTER. PC/Macs, 
Laptops, Screen Repairs. 
New Computer Sales and 
Accessories, PC Diagnostic 
Repairs and Upgrades, On 
Site Work, Home or Office. 40 
Daniel Shays Highway. 413- 
323-1122. John Alix, Owner. 


HAIRDRESSER 


COUNTRY STYLIST, 171 
Federal St., Belchertown. 
413-323-6012. Great cuts for 
men and women $17.00. A full 
service hair salon. Open Tue- 
Sat., evening hours available. 


HEATING & AIR 


CONDITIONING 


WHITING ENERGY, Est. 1870. 
Complete Fuel Oil Heating 
Service. 24 hr. 7 days a week 
service. Call 413-323-5737. 


BELL & HUDSON INSUR- 
ANCE AGENCY INC., 19 
North Main St., Belchertown, 
MA 01007. Tel. 413-323-9611, 
800-894-9591. Fax 413- 
323-6117. Home, auto, life, 
commercial, group health. 








OUTDOOR POWER 


St 





BOYDEN & PERRON INC. 
Sales and service, Toro, 
Wheel Horse, Scag, Jonsered, 
Residential and Commercial. 
41 South Whitney St., 
Amherst, since 1956. Call 
today. 253-7358. 


PLUMBING SERVICES 


D .F. PLUMBING 
& MECHANICAL 
CONTRACTORS are 
now offering plumbing 
services to Belchertown and 
surrounding town. Scheduling 
appointments Monday-Friday, 
8 am to 4pm. Call 413-323- 
9966. 








ROBERTS ROOF CoO., INC. 
Trusted name for over 39 
years. Commercial, industrial, 
residential. Specializing in 
shingles, slate copper work, 
historical restoration, flat 
roofing. Snow Removal. Fully 
licensed. Free estimates. 
413-283-4395 
www.robertsroofsinc.com 


RUBBISH REMOVAL 


R.M. NIETUPSKI 
TEMPORARY DUMPSTERS, 
10-30yards for removing con- 
struction, demolition, metal 
and household debris of all 
types. Serving Belchertown 
and all surrounding towns. 
(413) 283-4333. 








AMHERST WELDING, INC. 
Snow plows, sanders, sales 
& service, hydraulic hoses & 
repairs, trailer hitches, trailer 
repairs, welding, fabrication, 
lawnmower repairs. 330 
Harkness Road, Amherst 
413-253-4867. 


TO ADVERTISE ON THE BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY PLEASE CALL 283-8393 
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Mary Lane ER, cancer unit to close in June 


Facility set to be closed in two years 


MELINA BOURDEAU 
Staff writer 


WARE - Baystate Health announced it planned to close 
Mary Lane Outpatient Center’s doors completely by 2023, 
with the closure of the Emergency Room and cancer unit in 
June. 

Baystate Health President and CEO Mark A. Keroack 
and President and Chief Administrative Officer Molly Gray 
announced the closure of the 112-year-old facility in a press 
conference on Tuesday. 

“This is part and parcel of an ongoing assessment that 
Baystate does to adapt to changes in demand for our services 
and to stay contemporary in how we deliver our care,’ he 
said. 


Factors for closure 

Gray and Keroack attributed Mary Lanes’s closure to 
several factors — the building’s age, the lack of use by the 
community and lack of staff retention. 

He said over the years the volumes for the in-patient ser- 
vices at Mary Lane were declining to the “point where they 
averaged in the single-digits in 2016 when we decided to 
shutter those services.” 

In 2016, Baystate pledged to keep the emergency depart- 
ment open at Mary Lane for at least several years. 

These trends have continued, according to Gray. 

“Patients are actually choosing to receive care in other 
locations,” Gray said. “Today, nearly half of Baystate Mary 
Lane Outpatient Center is vacant by day and 90% unused 
at night. Baystate Mary Lane’s emergency department has 
had minimal utilization for true emergency services of the 
28 patients who arrive at that site for care 85% or 24 out of 
28 of the patients present with common, minor, non-urgent 
conditions like a cold, flu or sprain that could be treated in 
a primary care setting.” 

Additionally, Baystate has had difficulty recruiting and 
retaining providers in the area, especially in small practices. 
Gray said in the last two to three years, a net loss of six pri- 
mary care positions were lost in its Eastern Region. 

“This is a market reality that reflects the need to con- 
solidate practices in support of clinicians,” Gray said. 
“Candidates really seek robust, multi-specialty practices.” 

Another attributing factor to Mary Lane’s closure is the 
building’s age. 

Gray said “to maintain steady-state operations would 
require over $5 million in construction investments to main- 
tain the facility, compliance and operations over the next 
three years.” 

Baystate will consolidate operations at Baystate Wing to 
“better invest resources in state-of-the- art care, emergency 
care and physician recruitment and retention. This will 
really allow us for more effective staffing in an area where 
recruiting clinical professionals can be challenging.” 

Five years ago, Baystate closed in-patient services at 
Mary Lane. Local members of the community opposed the 
decision, including the Keep Mary Lane Local Coalition. 

Keroack said five years ago he heard “some really raw 
emotions from people who had fond memories of Mary 
Lane.” 

“T understand how a community gets attached to a hos- 
pital, my responsibility is to take a look at what can we do 
there. What’s the best way to configure services for all the 
100,000 people in the dozens of town that are served in 
our eastern region,’ Keroack said. “When you look at what 
people feels in their hearts is often not matched with what 
they’re doing in terms of their choices of where to go when 
they’re sick...It’s something where I need to put my emo- 
tions aside and take an objective look can we legitimately 
offer something there that makes sense or try to consolidate 
services and make Wing more robust.” Keroack said both 
his parents were born in Mary Lane in the 1920s. 


Next steps 

The formal process requires Baystate make notice to the 
Massachusetts Department of Public Health which was 
filed in the days following the announcement, Keroack said. 

The DPH will conduct hearings and issue a ruling as to 
whether Baystate’s plan will be approved. 

“We’re also planning to have a virtual town hall in the 
next few weeks,” Keroack said. 

Baystate Wing would consolidate Mary Lane, which 
Gray said has been “‘fit tested.” 

“We have a new emergency service here at Wing and 
there is space to accommodate all the visits that are hap- 
pening in the Eastern Region and have additional growth 
if need be,’ said Gray. “When we talk about this taking a 
period of time over two to three years, we are going to be 
relocating the services we provide at Mary Lane to Wing 
Hospital and that will require an investment in construction 
and expansion.” 

Keroack said Baystate would spend about $10 to $15 
million investment to “refurbish, upgrade and expand that 
facility.” 

In terms of what to do with the site, Keroack said 
Baystate would be in conversation with Ware officials. 

“We certainly would be willing to demolish the existing 
building if there is no use for it and gift the land to the town 
as green space,” said Keroack. 

He added that if the town had use for the building 
Baystate would not demo the building, but “we haven’t 
thought of anything the town would be able to do with the 
building. Perhaps they have ideas and we would just have to 








Baystate Health plans to ask the Department of Public Health to let it close its Mary Lane campus and move services to Palmer and Springfield. 


have conversations with them.” 

Gray and Keroack said the roughly 80 Mary Lane 
employees would continue to be employed by Baystate due 
to a high need in the company. 

“This is a good time in health care because there are 
many opportunities,’ Gray said. “We will be working with 
individuals one on one.” 

To address the need for transportation in the area, 
Keroack said Baystate has “really thought through the 
issue.” 

“We already were funding the Quaboag Connector which 
provides about 1,000 rides per month in the Quaboag Valley 
towns, particularly between Palmer and Ware for appoint- 
ments,” he said. “We’re likely going to need to expand 
those services and include occasional trips to Springfield 
because cancer patients will be able to get some kind of 
treatment at Wing, but the more elaborate kinds of treat- 
ments would require a trip to Springfield.” 


Community members react 

Keroack said the closure of the hospital is “going to be a 
blow to the town beyond the healthcare side of things.” 

“T think it’s part of the identity of the town when something 
that’s been there for 100 years just suddenly goes away,’ he 
said. “Obviously, it’s been shrinking considerably for quite 
some time.” 

But it’s also a change in how emergency services are deliv- 
ered before a patient gets to a hospital. 

“T really wish there was more planning before they dropped 
this on us,” said Fire Chief Christopher Gagnon. 

With the emergency satellite facility closing in approx- 
imately six months, Gagnon said it doesn’t give the Ware 
Fire Department much time to plan for how to deal with the 
change. 

Ambulances will be out of service for longer times as trips 
will always to be to Palmer or Springfield instead of to Mary 
Lane. 

“Our ability to respond to multiple calls quickly is now 
vastly diminished,’ Gagnon said. Using a trip by an ambu- 
lance downtown, responding to a patient and taking them to 
Mary Lane, which took perhaps 30 minutes all told, the drive 
will increase for each and every trip. 

“We’ve had the luxury of being able to turn our trucks 
around quickly, but we’ ll lose that,” he said. 

Gagnon said he is also worried about having to call in addi- 
tional manpower on overtime when multiple medical calls 
come in while one ambulance is already in Palmer or beyond. 

“There will also be more wear and tear on our vehicles,” he 
said, with each trip being out-of-town. 

“The overall impact is going to be a huge logistical 
change,” he said. “But we’ll have to learn to adjust. It’s a real 
disappointment to us.” 


A possible positive 

“Tt’s really sad; it’s a shock,” said Tracy Opalinski, who 
worked to keep Mary Lane open as a hospital in 2016, and 
said there were no prior discussions with the town or major 
donors about these plans. “They were investing significantly 
with Healogics’ wound care center, and a $1 million phar- 
macy, which was delayed by COVID, was supposed to go 
in,” she said, as well as the radiology upgrade and enhanced 
oncology department as well. 

Despite her anger and disappointment, she hopes some- 
thing positive can come out of the situation, as Baystate has 
said at the end of two years it would gift the property to the 
town, with or without the building. 

“The times are changing, but change doesn’t always have 
to be something bad,’ she said. Something positive could 
go on the site, whether it was a health clinic or some other 
project. 

Bob Kelley, in-house counsel for Optimus Living, the 
owner of Cedarbrook Village, the large assisted living facil- 
ity built next to the hospital, said the company was very 
surprised by the move. 

He said the company plans to have a collaborative rela- 
tionship with Baystate Health, whether its closest facility is 
at Mary Lane or in Palmer. 

Kelley also said Optimus Living or another company 
might see the property as “a good place for an anchor resi- 
dence with market-rate housing.” 


He said he believes Baystate will do the right thing by 
winding down the campus with dignity, and he understands 
that Mary Lane is a very old building that would be difficult 
to update. 

For more information, Baystate has launched a website 
specifically about the eastern region at https://www.bay- 
statehealth.org/easternregion. 

Staff writer Eileen Kennedy contributed to this story. 


oe 


@ La Cucina di Hampden House 
1 Allen Street, Hampden, MA 
413-566-8324 
www.lacucinahampden.com 
CURRENT HOURS: Mon-Thurs 3-8pm; 
Sat 2-9pm; Sun 2-8pm 

Lounge open & pizza available 7 days 


® Route 20 Bar & Grille 

2341 Boston Road (The Wilbraham Shops) 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-279-2020 
www.route20barandgrille.com 

CURRENT HOURS: Lunch: Thurs-Sat starting at 
11:30am; Dinner: Tues-Thurs 4-9pm; 

Fri & Sat 4-10pm; Sunday 11:30am-7:00pm; 
Sunday Brunch 11:30am-2:30pm 


@ Donovan's Irish Pub 

Eastfield Mall, 1655 Boston Road, Springfield, MA 
413-543-0791 

www.donovanspub.com 

CURRENT HOURS: Thurs-Sat 11am-9pm; 

sun 9am-7pm; Sunday breakfast 9am - noon 


® Venice Pizza & Grill 

2341 Boston Road, The Wilbraham Shops 
Wilbraham, MA 

413-540-8080 
www.venicepizzagrill.com 

OPEN: Tues-Thurs 10:45am-9:30pm 

Fri & Sat 10:45am -10pm; Sun 11am-9pm 
Closed Monday 





